
route, in order to avoid Samaria. As Jesus 
traveled, He was in a transitional area be-
tween Samaritan and Jewish settlements. 
No geographical features separated the 
two areas in an obvious way. The distinc-
tion was determined by the makeup of the 
villages, with the Jewish villages of Galilee 
lying to the north of the Samaritan region.

12. The social isolation and physical 
pain of having leprosy probably resulted 
in more relationships between afflicted 
Jews and Samaritans than would be the 
case otherwise. As Jesus reached the edge 
of a certain village, a band of ten men that 
were lepers who lived banished lives was 
ready to meet Him.

The fact that the men stood afar off was 
in compliance with the Law of Moses. 
They probably stayed near the village, 
where some of them may have had family 
members who provided food and cloth-
ing. But the men did not venture close. 
Those afflicted with leprosy who ignored 
the expectation of maintaining proper 
distance might be driven away by having 
rocks thrown at them by fearful people.

13. The lepers did not presume to ap-
proach Jesus, choosing instead to shout at 
Him from a distance. They addressed Jesus 
as Master. It is a term of respect and defer-
ence, primarily found on the lips of Jesus’ 
disciples. Its use by the men with leprosy 
implies some existing knowledge of Jesus.

The men are not recorded as having 
cried out the required, “Unclean!”. The 
focus, rather, is on their plea for mercy, 
or divine favor. In the case at hand, such 
mercy would entail God’s healing.

The men with leprosy saw Jesus as a 
conduit of God’s grace and mercy. They 
apparently had heard of Jesus’ ministry of 
healing the sick. Friends or relatives who 
provided for these men likely had shared 
stories heard about Jesus as a healer. The 
preparedness of this band of desperate 
men indicates that Jesus’ arrival at this 
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I. Unclean
Leviticus 13:45-46

45 And the leper in whom the plague 
is, his clothes shall be rent, and his head 
bare, and he shall put a covering upon 
his upper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, 
unclean.

46 All the days wherein the plague 
shall be in him he shall be defiled; he is 
unclean: he shall dwell alone; without 
the camp shall his habitation be.

45. It is hard to overestimate the fear the 
people of Israel had of leprosy or the sorrow 
of a family member or friend being diag-
nosed as a leper. Describing this infirmity 
as the plague suggests that it was considered 
a divine affliction. Being dressed in torn 
clothes, a face covering, and an uncovered 
head was associated with mourning. Incur-
able skin diseases led to a state of perpetual 
mourning for one’s lost life.

The Law of Moses required afflicted 
persons to announce their presence by 
shouting unclean. This prevented persons 
with leprosy from participating in any of 
the communal religious activities or feasts.

46. In Moses’ day, the Israelites walked 
through the wilderness on their way to the 
promised land. Those with leprosy had 
to live outside the camp. As the Israelites 
settled into the promised land, the places 
of quarantine were outside the villages.

Those afflicted with leprosy also suffered 
from being ostracized socially. The afflicted 
persons depended on the kindness and 
provisions of  family members or friends 
for survival. While medical conditions pre-
senting as skin diseases were not immedi-
ately fatal, their resulting exclusions likely 
caused lives to be shortened by misery.

II. Cleansed
Luke 17:11-14

11 And it came to pass, as he went to 
Jerusalem, that he passed through the 
midst of Samaria and Galilee.

12 And as he entered into a certain 
village, there met him ten men that 
were lepers, which stood afar off:

13 And they lifted up their voices, and 
said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.

14 And when he saw them, he said 
unto them, Go shew yourselves unto 
the priests. And it came to pass, that, as 
they went, they were cleansed.

11. Today’s lesson comes from Jesus’ 
final journey to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51–
19:44). He chose a route that crossed areas 
where Samaritans might be encountered. 

On a map, it is easy to see that the 
shortest route from a town in Galilee 
to  Jerusalem in Judea would take one 
through Samaria. But Galilean Jews usual-
ly made the trip via the Jordan River valley 

    Attitude of
Gratitude

Devotional Reading:  Isaiah 56:1-8

Background Scripture:  Leviticus 13–14; Luke 5:12-16; 17:11-19

Today’s Scripture:  Leviticus 13:45-46; Luke 17:11-19 
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route, in order to avoid Samaria. As Jesus 
traveled, He was in a transitional area be-
tween Samaritan and Jewish settlements. 
No geographical features separated the 
two areas in an obvious way. The distinc-
tion was determined by the makeup of the 
villages, with the Jewish villages of Galilee 
lying to the north of the Samaritan region.

12. The social isolation and physical 
pain of having leprosy probably resulted 
in more relationships between afflicted 
Jews and Samaritans than would be the 
case otherwise. As Jesus reached the edge 
of a certain village, a band of ten men that 
were lepers who lived banished lives was 
ready to meet Him.

The fact that the men stood afar off was 
in compliance with the Law of Moses. 
They probably stayed near the village, 
where some of them may have had family 
members who provided food and cloth-
ing. But the men did not venture close. 
Those afflicted with leprosy who ignored 
the expectation of maintaining proper 
distance might be driven away by having 
rocks thrown at them by fearful people.

13. The lepers did not presume to ap-
proach Jesus, choosing instead to shout at 
Him from a distance. They addressed Jesus 
as Master. It is a term of respect and defer-
ence, primarily found on the lips of Jesus’ 
disciples. Its use by the men with leprosy 
implies some existing knowledge of Jesus.

The men are not recorded as having 
cried out the required, “Unclean!”. The 
focus, rather, is on their plea for mercy, 
or divine favor. In the case at hand, such 
mercy would entail God’s healing.

The men with leprosy saw Jesus as a 
conduit of God’s grace and mercy. They 
apparently had heard of Jesus’ ministry of 
healing the sick. Friends or relatives who 
provided for these men likely had shared 
stories heard about Jesus as a healer. The 
preparedness of this band of desperate 
men indicates that Jesus’ arrival at this 

particular village was expected and eagerly 
anticipated.

14a Jesus’ immediate response was not 
to heal the men but to command an act 
that required faith. To be recognized as 
cleansed, they needed to be certified by 
a priest. Jesus instructed them to seek 
such certification before they were healed, 
though Hespoke as though it had already 
been accomplished. The nearest priests 
might have been living in the village.

14b. The text indicates that the 10 men 
were not healed until they began to make 
their way to the priests as Jesus command-
ed. The men were thus rendered clean and 
free of disease when they obeyed in faith.

We assume that the fact they were 
cleansed means that all visible and invisible 
manifestations of their affliction disap-
peared. Hair that had become unnaturally 
white (Leviticus 13:2-3) returned to its 
natural color, etc. The men thus realized 
that their trip to the priests was not a fool’s 
errand, but rather the first step in reclaim-
ing their lives. They would be able to re-
sume their roles in family and village life.

A simple lesson—faith that resulted in 
obedience led to healing. For the men, this 
was physical healing. For us, it may be spir-
itual healing, a cleansing of our “unclean” 
hearts when we obediently follow Jesus.

III. Affirmed
Luke 17:15-19

15 And one of them, when he saw 
that he was healed, turned back, and 
with a loud voice glorified God,

16 And fell down on his face at his 
feet, giving him thanks: and he was a 
Samaritan.

17 And Jesus answering said, Were 
there not ten cleansed? but where are 
the nine?

18 There are not found that returned 
to give glory to God, save this stranger.

19 And he said unto him, Arise, 
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Those afflicted with leprosy also suffered 
from being ostracized socially. The afflicted 
persons depended on the kindness and 
provisions of  family members or friends 
for survival. While medical conditions pre-
senting as skin diseases were not immedi-
ately fatal, their resulting exclusions likely 
caused lives to be shortened by misery.

II. Cleansed
Luke 17:11-14

11 And it came to pass, as he went to 
Jerusalem, that he passed through the 
midst of Samaria and Galilee.

12 And as he entered into a certain 
village, there met him ten men that 
were lepers, which stood afar off:

13 And they lifted up their voices, and 
said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.

14 And when he saw them, he said 
unto them, Go shew yourselves unto 
the priests. And it came to pass, that, as 
they went, they were cleansed.

11. Today’s lesson comes from Jesus’ 
final journey to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51–
19:44). He chose a route that crossed areas 
where Samaritans might be encountered. 

On a map, it is easy to see that the 
shortest route from a town in Galilee 
to  Jerusalem in Judea would take one 
through Samaria. But Galilean Jews usual-
ly made the trip via the Jordan River valley 

    Attitude of
Gratitude

Devotional Reading:  Isaiah 56:1-8

Background Scripture:  Leviticus 13–14; Luke 5:12-16; 17:11-19

Today’s Scripture:  Leviticus 13:45-46; Luke 17:11-19 
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Involvement Learning
      Attitude of Gratitude

Attitude of Gratitude 23

Into the Lesson

Do you have a favorite quotation that 
expresses gratitude? If you have a smart-
phone, search for quotations on gratitude. 
Write some quotes in the following space.
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Into the Word
Without looking at study notes, what 

do you know about leprosy in Bible times?
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Read Leviticus 13:45-46 and Luke 
17:11-19 and answer the following ques-
tions. 

Why did nine fail to express gratitude? 
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

go thy way: thy faith hath made thee 
whole.

15-16a. One man’s heart drove him to 
respond in ways that are not attributed to 
the others. First, he delayed his trip to a 
priest as he turned back to Jesus; the man’s 
desire to be declared clean by a priest was 
trumped by his desire to show gratitude. 
Second, in his loudest voice he glorified 
God. His words are not recorded, but we 
can imagine something like, “To God be 
the glory, great things He has done!”

Third, the man fell down . . . at Jesus’ 
feet, which was the posture of submission. 
The context indicates a posture appropri-
ate only for worshipping God. The man’s 
mourning was transformed into spontane-
ous praise for the one who brought God’s 
healing to him.

All this was the man’s instinctive reac-
tion to having been shown mercy. He 
may not have understood everything, but 
one thing he knew: Jesus had been God’s 
instrument in his healing. 

Putting these facts together helps us un-
derstand worship. We glorify God for who 
He is, extolling His revealed attributes. We 
thank God for what He has done in pro-
viding the blessings we personally enjoy.

16b. Luke now reveals the shocking plot 
twist: the one who thought it more impor-
tant to return to Jesus before seeing a priest 
was a Samaritan. We assume that the man 
could be identified this way by some dis-
tinctive trait. Perhaps his accent gave him 
away, or maybe it was the precise words 
he used to glorify God. Distinctive cloth-
ing is another possibility. The irony here 
is similar to that of Jesus’ parable of the 
good Samaritan (Luke 10:30–35), given 
the hostility between Jews and Samaritans.

17. Jesus’ questions were meant to grab 
the attention of those within earshot. 
The response Jesus sought was one of 
 self-reflection, not one of determining the 

latitude and longitude location of the ab-
sent nine who were also healed.

17. Jesus’ questions should serve the 
same function today. Why did only 1 of 
the 10 pause to first praise God and thank 
Jesus? When we are blessed, are we more 
like the 1 or the 9? Jesus’ healing miracles 
always function to serve a larger purpose 
than merely “being nice” to someone; 
miracles serve as teaching opportunities.

18. Another curiosity is that the one 
who did come back was, of all people, a 
non-Jew—a stranger! This was a rebuke to 
Jews who, should have accepted Jesus and 
His mission. In the end, relationship with 
God is demonstrated by one’s faith, not 
by ancestral connections (Luke 3:8).

19. Jesus turned to the Samaritan to 
address him. All the men were healed by 
faith, but only this singular Samaritan re-
ceived the affirmation thy faith hath made 
thee whole. This means that the man’s trust-
ing expectation in God, as demonstrated 
by his initial act of obedience to seek out 
the priests, was pleasing to God, by whose 
power the leprosy was vanquished.

The word rendered made . . . whole is of-
ten translated saved. Jesus offered physical 
healing to some, and it had to be expected 
by faith. He offered salvation from sins to 
all, and it too had to be expected by faith.

The good news of Jesus was not lim-
ited to a Jewish audience, although there 
was initially a certain sequence in terms of 
evangelism priorities.

The Samaritans form a bridge between 
Jews and Gentiles. Samaritans were de-
spised by the Jews of Jesus’ day, but the 
Roman world saw Samaritans and Jews as 
variations of the same religion. Luke’s un-
derstanding of Jesus’ plan for evangelism 
was for it to begin in Jerusalem and Judea, 
move to Samaria, and then expand world-
wide. The incident in today’s text is not an 
exception since the Samaritan with leprosy 
sought Jesus out, not the reverse.

 22 July 4
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Thought to Remember
Let us determine to give thanks to God.

Involvement Learning
      Attitude of Gratitude

Attitude of Gratitude 23

Into the Lesson

Do you have a favorite quotation that 
expresses gratitude? If you have a smart-
phone, search for quotations on gratitude. 
Write some quotes in the following space.
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Into the Word
Without looking at study notes, what 

do you know about leprosy in Bible times?
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Read Leviticus 13:45-46 and Luke 
17:11-19 and answer the following ques-
tions. 

Why did nine fail to express gratitude? 
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

What can you learn from the Samari-
tan’s response for guiding your own ex-
pressions of gratitude to God? 
_______________________________
_______________________________

How do his expressions of gratitude 
compare or contrast with your own?

_______________________________
_______________________________

Into Life
What contexts call for public thanks to 

God as opposed to contexts where private 
thanks are more appropriate?
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

List ways to implement that distinction 
personally.
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Which of the five lessons of the unit 
present the biggest personal challenge? 
Explain why.
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

latitude and longitude location of the ab-
sent nine who were also healed.

17. Jesus’ questions should serve the 
same function today. Why did only 1 of 
the 10 pause to first praise God and thank 
Jesus? When we are blessed, are we more 
like the 1 or the 9? Jesus’ healing miracles 
always function to serve a larger purpose 
than merely “being nice” to someone; 
miracles serve as teaching opportunities.

18. Another curiosity is that the one 
who did come back was, of all people, a 
non-Jew—a stranger! This was a rebuke to 
Jews who, should have accepted Jesus and 
His mission. In the end, relationship with 
God is demonstrated by one’s faith, not 
by ancestral connections (Luke 3:8).

19. Jesus turned to the Samaritan to 
address him. All the men were healed by 
faith, but only this singular Samaritan re-
ceived the affirmation thy faith hath made 
thee whole. This means that the man’s trust-
ing expectation in God, as demonstrated 
by his initial act of obedience to seek out 
the priests, was pleasing to God, by whose 
power the leprosy was vanquished.

The word rendered made . . . whole is of-
ten translated saved. Jesus offered physical 
healing to some, and it had to be expected 
by faith. He offered salvation from sins to 
all, and it too had to be expected by faith.

The good news of Jesus was not lim-
ited to a Jewish audience, although there 
was initially a certain sequence in terms of 
evangelism priorities.

The Samaritans form a bridge between 
Jews and Gentiles. Samaritans were de-
spised by the Jews of Jesus’ day, but the 
Roman world saw Samaritans and Jews as 
variations of the same religion. Luke’s un-
derstanding of Jesus’ plan for evangelism 
was for it to begin in Jerusalem and Judea, 
move to Samaria, and then expand world-
wide. The incident in today’s text is not an 
exception since the Samaritan with leprosy 
sought Jesus out, not the reverse.
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