
I. Love Matters
1 Corinthians 13:1-3

1 If I speak in the tongues of men or 
of angels, but do not have love, I am 
only a resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that 
can move mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I pos-
sess to the poor and give over my body 
to hardship that I may boast, but do 
not have love, I gain nothing.

1. Speaking in tongues was publicly dis-
played in the proclamation of the gospel 
at the church’s inauguration at Pentecost 
(Acts 2:1-11). The disciples’ ability to speak 
a number of foreign languages symbolized 
the universal nature of the gospel: through 
Christ, people of different nations and cul-
tures would come together as God’s people. 
This confirmed God’s love for each person 
in all nations. Ironically, the Corinthians 
had turned this power into a source of di-
vision, requiring Paul to discuss the proper 
use of tongues in detail in 1 Corinthians 14.

The ability to speak languages by the 
Spirit’s power is a marvelous thing. But how 
much more impressive to speak the very 
language used by the angels in Heaven! This 
would surely represent the highest form of 
the gift. Yet if a person were to speak that 

angelic language from selfish motives, it 
would be of no use to anyone. As far as God 
is concerned, without love even the most el-
egant speech is just the noise of a resounding 
gong or a clanging cymbal.

2. Paul turned to a second gift that is 
typically expressed in highly public set-
tings, prophecy. While prophecy some-
times refers broadly to an ability to speak 
God’s word to a particular situation, Paul 
seemed to be thinking of the more obvi-
ously miraculous gift of knowing future 
events (Acts 21:10-11). Suppose that 
someone was so gifted that he or she pos-
sessed all knowledge of future events, and 
even of divine mysteries of Heaven?

While we might regard the information 
such a person could share as priceless, it 
would be worthless, Paul said, if not ex-
ercised in love. Faith here refers to super-
natural trust in God that would apparently 
express itself through great power in prayer 
(1  Corinthians 12:9). Jesus gives the ex-
ample of people whose faith is so great that 
their prayers could move a mountain. Such 
faith would indeed be impressive, but Paul 
said that God will be impressed only if the 
prayer is offered in love.

3. Generosity is not listed as a manifes-
tation of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12, 
but Paul does include it in his list of gifts 
in Romans 12:6-8. All people are obligat-
ed to give of their means, but some people 
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Numb with shock, she nodded. He 
was right. They were different people 
from back then. She set different priori-
ties from those he set. They had drifted 
apart. But that did not mean they no 
longer loved one another. At least, she 
still loved him. It did not appear that he 
still loved her, though.

After his announcement, Nick 
grabbed a few bags he’d already packed 
and headed out to seek a new direction 
for his life.

Watching him leave, Sarah felt numb. 
She could not stop thinking of all the 
love there had been between them, the 
joy, the shared hopes and dreams, and 
the plans for their lifetime together.

“Things change,” Nick had told her 
with a shrug. “People change,” he added, 
as he tossed a strap over one shoulder 
and hefted his pile of luggage as if off for 
a vacation.

Well, he was taking a trip all right. 
He was taking off from his promises and 
commitments. He was leaving his vows 
behind.

Sarah stood there in the house after 
the door shut behind him. Tears began 
then. Now that her forever love had just 
walked out the door, what was she to do?

Only God knew how she felt at that 
moment. Only God heard the cries of her 
heart. Only God understood that she felt as 
if the earth beneath her feet had vanished. 
There was no solid ground in her marriage. 
There was only solid ground in her Lord. 
She turned her whole heart to him.

People might change. Marriages 
might collapse, before you even realized 
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are specially gifted with the ability to freely 
give to those in need.

There is a textual variant in this verse. 
In the King James Version, “Though I give 
my body to be burned.” Paul was probably 
referring to some act of Christian martyr-
dom. In that case, this phrase would fit the 
formula by describing the highest possible 
form of “giving”: it’s one thing to feed the 
poor; much more to sacrifice your life for 
the faith. 

But some of the ancient manuscripts 
reflect the New International Version’s “If 
I . . . give over my body to hardship that 
I may boast,” in which case Paul was per-
haps referring to selling oneself into slav-
ery. Once you’ve given all your money 
to the poor, you could theoretically raise 
more by hiring yourself out as a slave. 
Such an act would epitomize generosity.

Either way, acts of service and sacrifice 
can be twisted into something self-serving. 

Nothing we do is worth anything if our 
actions are not guided by genuine love for 
other people.

II. Love Acts
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is 
not self- seeking, it is not easily angered, 
it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres.

4a. Love is not an emotion but rather 
a lifestyle, a set of behaviors that reveal a 
spirit driven by true Christian love.

4b. Jealousy is often a strong desire to 
protect a faithful, committed relationship. 
The Bible sometimes refers to God as jeal-
ous in his love for his people because he 
desires them to be faithful to him. Envy is 
a desire to obtain what other people have, 

often accompanied by feelings of bitter-
ness or hatred. Envy and covetousness are 
never motivated by genuine love.

4c. A person who loves does not try 
to make other people envious by brag-
ging about the things that he or she 
has. Loving people are not prideful and 
do not seek to draw attention to what 
God has given them. Paul was thinking 
here especially of the pride that people 
might take in their spiritual gifts. Since 
all gifts are given by the same Spirit and 
all are of equal importance to the church 
(1 Corinthians 12:4-7), it is senseless to 
boast about them or to envy what some-
one else has received.

5a. Paul emphasized four things that 
people driven by love will not do. Love 
does not lead us to do anything that we 
would be ashamed of later. Following 
from verse 4, Paul was probably thinking 
of envious or prideful things we might say.

5b. Pride and envy are eliminated by the 
fact that love is not selfish, but instead is al-
ways acting in the best interests of others.

5c. Love is not expressed in a hot temper. 
We may be angry at the sins that people 
commit and may be frustrated by their poor 
choices, but these feelings should be moti-
vated by genuine concern that the person is 
doing something harmful to himself, oth-
ers, or the cause of Christ.

Love keeps no record of wrongs means 
that we should not continue to harbor ill 
feelings toward those who make us angry. 
Instead, we should forgive what needs for-
giving and forget the small stuff.

6. Many of the Corinthian Christians 
seem to have been arrogant about their spir-
itual gifts. We can easily become envious of, 
and resentful toward, arrogant people, and 
we may feel gratified to see them do some-
thing wrong because this justifies our judg-
mental attitude. Real love wants to see other 
people succeed and do the right thing.

7. This verse highlights four ways that a 
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loving person treats others, with the rep-
etition of always stressing that we are to act 
this way no matter what other people do. 
Love does not break under pressure but in-
stead always protects. Love always remains 
positive. Love also perseveres. Loving peo-
ple see the reality of situations and choose 
to love anyway.

III. Love Lasts
1 Corinthians 13:8-13

8 Love never fails. But where there 
are prophecies, they will cease; where 
there are tongues, they will be stilled; 
where there is knowledge, it will pass 
away. 9  For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, 10 but when complete-
ness comes, what is in part disappears. 
11  When I was a child, I talked like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned 
like a child. When I became a man, I put 
the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For 
now we see only a reflection as in a mir-
ror; then we shall see face to face. Now 
I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known.

13 And now these three remain: faith, 
hope and love. But the greatest of these 
is love.

8. This verse establishes a contrast be-
tween love and spiritual gifts. Paul selected 
three gifts from the list in 1  Corinthians 
12:8-10 that reveal information about God 
and his will. The time will come when we 
will not need such revelations, but we will 
always need love in this life and the next.

9. At present, our knowledge of God is 
limited. God is far beyond human com-
prehension. 

10. This verse reads like a proverb. Com-
pleteness refers to maturity that lacks noth-
ing. As a rule, things that are lacking become 
obsolete as soon as the full package becomes 
available. In this regard, one proposal is that 
the complete thing being referred to is the 
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often accompanied by feelings of bitter-
ness or hatred. Envy and covetousness are 
never motivated by genuine love.

4c. A person who loves does not try 
to make other people envious by brag-
ging about the things that he or she 
has. Loving people are not prideful and 
do not seek to draw attention to what 
God has given them. Paul was thinking 
here especially of the pride that people 
might take in their spiritual gifts. Since 
all gifts are given by the same Spirit and 
all are of equal importance to the church 
(1 Corinthians 12:4-7), it is senseless to 
boast about them or to envy what some-
one else has received.

5a. Paul emphasized four things that 
people driven by love will not do. Love 
does not lead us to do anything that we 
would be ashamed of later. Following 
from verse 4, Paul was probably thinking 
of envious or prideful things we might say.

5b. Pride and envy are eliminated by the 
fact that love is not selfish, but instead is al-
ways acting in the best interests of others.

5c. Love is not expressed in a hot temper. 
We may be angry at the sins that people 
commit and may be frustrated by their poor 
choices, but these feelings should be moti-
vated by genuine concern that the person is 
doing something harmful to himself, oth-
ers, or the cause of Christ.

Love keeps no record of wrongs means 
that we should not continue to harbor ill 
feelings toward those who make us angry. 
Instead, we should forgive what needs for-
giving and forget the small stuff.

6. Many of the Corinthian Christians 
seem to have been arrogant about their spir-
itual gifts. We can easily become envious of, 
and resentful toward, arrogant people, and 
we may feel gratified to see them do some-
thing wrong because this justifies our judg-
mental attitude. Real love wants to see other 
people succeed and do the right thing.

7. This verse highlights four ways that a 

 36 October 25

loving person treats others, with the rep-
etition of always stressing that we are to act 
this way no matter what other people do. 
Love does not break under pressure but in-
stead always protects. Love always remains 
positive. Love also perseveres. Loving peo-
ple see the reality of situations and choose 
to love anyway.

III. Love Lasts
1 Corinthians 13:8-13

8 Love never fails. But where there 
are prophecies, they will cease; where 
there are tongues, they will be stilled; 
where there is knowledge, it will pass 
away. 9  For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, 10 but when complete-
ness comes, what is in part disappears. 
11  When I was a child, I talked like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned 
like a child. When I became a man, I put 
the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For 
now we see only a reflection as in a mir-
ror; then we shall see face to face. Now 
I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known.

13 And now these three remain: faith, 
hope and love. But the greatest of these 
is love.

8. This verse establishes a contrast be-
tween love and spiritual gifts. Paul selected 
three gifts from the list in 1  Corinthians 
12:8-10 that reveal information about God 
and his will. The time will come when we 
will not need such revelations, but we will 
always need love in this life and the next.

9. At present, our knowledge of God is 
limited. God is far beyond human com-
prehension. 

10. This verse reads like a proverb. Com-
pleteness refers to maturity that lacks noth-
ing. As a rule, things that are lacking become 
obsolete as soon as the full package becomes 
available. In this regard, one proposal is that 
the complete thing being referred to is the 

finalization of the New Testament. When 
that happens, that what is in part, referring 
to the previous verse, is obsolete. 

11. A child thinks and talks according to 
his or her limited physical and mental ca-
pacity. But as we grow older, these simple 
ways of thinking are replaced by a more 
informed perspective, one based on a bet-
ter understanding of the world around us.

12. As noted in 1 Corinthians 13:9, the 
revelatory gifts of knowledge, prophecy, 
and others like them grant believers par-
tial knowledge. Paul therefore compared 
the knowledge of God we gain through 
these gifts to a reflection in a mirror. An-
cient mirrors were made of polished metal 
rather than glass and therefore could not 
provide a sharp image. Similarly, spiritual 
gifts give us an incomplete knowledge of 
God.

But Paul anticipated a time of seeing 
face to face. Scholars have various theories 
regarding what Paul was referring to. One 
theory is given with verse 10. Another 
theory is that Paul was thinking of the 
second coming. Yet another proposes that 
Paul was referring more generally to life 
in Heaven, where we will dwell in God’s 
presence and behold his perfect glory. 
While some Bible students support their 
case by holding that face to face must be 
understood in its most literal sense of “in 
person” (2 John 12; etc.), others point to a 
figurative meaning of “clear communica-
tion” (Exodus 33:11, 20).

13. The word now focuses the reader on 
present, earthly experience. At present, we 
must exhibit faith, trusting that he knows 
best. 

Hope is confident expectation. Hope will 
be out of place when we reach Heaven.

Love will never be obsolete. Love is 
therefore the greatest because it never ends. 
As such, when we exercise our gifts in a 
spirit of love, we are acting with eternity 
in view.
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I. Clean Feet
John 13:1-11

1 It was just before the Passover Festi-
val. Jesus knew that the hour had come 
for him to leave this world and go to the 
Father. Having loved his own who were 
in the world, he loved them to the end.

2 The evening meal was in progress, 
and the devil had already prompted 
Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to be-
tray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father 
had put all things under his power, and 
that he had come from God and was 
returning to God; 4  so he got up from 
the meal, took off his outer clothing, 
and wrapped a towel around his waist. 
5 After that, he poured water into a ba-
sin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, 
drying them with the towel that was 
wrapped around him.

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 
feet?”

7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize 
now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.”

8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never 
wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, 
you have no part with me.”

9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, 
“not just my feet but my hands and my 
head as well!”
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Involvement Learning
      Love Never Fails

Into the Lesson
Take no more than a minute to write 

on the lines the names of up to six people 
you love and up to six things and/or ac-
tivities you love.

Love (verb): to hold dear, cherish
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Like (verb): to feel attraction toward
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

In light of the definition of love and 
like, cross through things and/or activi-
ties you merely like rather than love.

Today we are going to examine the 
most famous passage in the Bible on the 
topic of love.

Into the Word
Love Matters—Read 1  Corinthians 
13:1-3. How are your spiritual gifts and 
acts of charity affected by whether or not 
you have love?
_______________________________

Love Materializes—Read 1 Corinthians 
13:4-7. How can you tell if it’s really 
love?
_______________________________

Love Matures—Read 1  Corinthians 
13:8-13. In what ways does your under-
standing of love mature?
_______________________________

Into Life
It’s no accident that the Scripture for 

today is preceded by descriptions of spir-
itual gifts.

Complete the following exercise.

1–Turn back one chapter to 1 Corinthi-
ans 12 and review the list of spiritual 
gifts.

2–Identify your strongest gift and make 
a note of it.

_______________________________

3–Determine how love connects with 
spiritual gifts.

_______________________________
_______________________________

4–As time allows, review Romans 12 
for further insight on how spiritual 
gifts are to connect with the impera-
tive of love.

Thought to Remember
Love never fails.
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