
The desire for retaliation is strong in 
these kinds of situations. Jesus’ standards 
are based on God’s own character and 
conduct. Jesus would demonstrate this 
truth in his last days. We need only con-
sider his suffering and how easily he could 
have put an end to it to realize that Jesus 
modeled exactly what he preached (Mat-
thew 26:36–27:50).

29b-30. Enemy love extends to our at-
titude toward our possessions as well. If 
the coat is required of a man, he should 
offer also his shirt. Followers of Christ are 
not to be stingy with our things, because 
they are not ours to begin with. Moreover, 
we should trust God’s provision enough 
to not expect to be repaid for what we 
give, much as Israel was called to trust 
him when they sacrificed the best of their 
flocks and fields.

Jews in Jesus’ time looked forward to the 
day of deliverance that would come at the 
hands of a strong Messiah, who would drive 
the Romans out of Judea. Indeed, the com-
ing Messiah was frequently envisioned as a 
military leader. This desire can be seen in 
events like the Maccabean Revolt (167–160 
BC) when a leader, a hoped-for messiah, 
would rebel against Rome and their chosen 
Jewish leaders in an attempt to free Judeans 
from their oppressors.

In light of this, we can imagine that com-
mands such as these would have rubbed 
many in the multitude the wrong way. 
We see that more clearly in other places 
in the Gospels, where Jesus’ messianic self-
understanding did not match up with the 
expectations that the crowds had for who 
the Messiah would be (John 6:14-15).

II. Love for All
Luke 6:31-36

31  “Do to others as you would have 
them do to you.

32 “If you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
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I. Love for Enemies
Luke 6:27-30

27 “But to you who are listening I say: 
Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, 28 bless those who curse 
you, pray for those who mistreat you. 
29  If someone slaps you on one cheek, 
turn to them the other also. If someone 
takes your coat, do not withhold your 
shirt from them. 30  Give to everyone 
who asks you, and if anyone takes what 
belongs to you, do not demand it back.”

27a. But .  .  . I say sets up the audience 
to discover a contrast. To you who are lis-
tening seems to be equivalent in meaning 
to that familiar phrase from the Gospels, 
“whoever has ears, let them hear” (Matthew 
11:15; Mark 4:9; etc.). The one who hears 
is not merely capable of making out audible 
sounds or speech. Rather, hearing requires 
understanding and obedience to what is 
heard. It is about receptivity to the message, 
a willingness to transform one’s life in ac-
cordance with the demands of the message.

27b. The command that came out of 
Jesus’ mouth was, and still is, counterintui-
tive. There is nothing else like it in all the 
texts that have come down to us from the 
ancient world. It is not a part of unsancti-
fied human nature to love . . . enemies.

The demand that Jesus makes in this 
verse is one that most of us will resist al-

most instinctively. It is a high standard, and 
it is attainable. The key lies in the perfec-
tion that Jesus calls for elsewhere. Perfection 
(except in reference to God) connotes not 
absolute, unblemished sinlessness. Rather, 
perfection assumes a process of continual, 
steady growth toward maturity. The believ-
er who is growing becomes increasingly able 
to extend love to enemies. Love is defined 
by action (do good). Love costs something; 
it does not come cheap.

28. This verse deals with love demon-
strated in speech. These are examples that 
would have come from the daily experi-
ences of Jesus’ hearers. Many of them were 
socially marginal or poor, thus already not 
commanding the respect of their peers.

We can add to this picture the social 
pressures (from family, friends, neighbors, 
and religious leaders) that would have re-
sulted from the decision to follow Jesus.

It would have been easy for the be-
lievers to return curses for curses or to 
otherwise retaliate for the abuse they suf-
fered. Instead of this, Jesus called them 
(and us) to do the opposite, to bless those 
who curse them and to offer up prayers 
for those who took advantage of them.

29a. Love is demonstrated in specific 
actions. Indeed, the love Jesus calls for is 
demonstrated by going beyond: the disci-
ple of Jesus should offer the other also after 
being struck on one cheek.

    Love
for Enemies

Devotional Reading:  Isaiah 1:12-17

Background Scripture:  Luke 6:27-36

Today’s Scripture:  Luke 6:27-36 
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day of deliverance that would come at the 
hands of a strong Messiah, who would drive 
the Romans out of Judea. Indeed, the com-
ing Messiah was frequently envisioned as a 
military leader. This desire can be seen in 
events like the Maccabean Revolt (167–160 
BC) when a leader, a hoped-for messiah, 
would rebel against Rome and their chosen 
Jewish leaders in an attempt to free Judeans 
from their oppressors.

In light of this, we can imagine that com-
mands such as these would have rubbed 
many in the multitude the wrong way. 
We see that more clearly in other places 
in the Gospels, where Jesus’ messianic self-
understanding did not match up with the 
expectations that the crowds had for who 
the Messiah would be (John 6:14-15).

II. Love for All
Luke 6:31-36

31  “Do to others as you would have 
them do to you.

32 “If you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners 

love those who love them. 33 And if you 
do good to those who are good to you, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
do that. 34 And if you lend to those from 
whom you expect repayment, what cred-
it is that to you? Even sinners lend to sin-
ners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But 
love your enemies, do good to them, and 
lend to them without expecting to get 
anything back. Then your reward will 
be great, and you will be children of the 
Most High, because he is kind to the un-
grateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just 
as your Father is merciful.”

31. Jesus turned to a new line of dis-
cussion. Whereas Luke 6:27-30 describes 
specific behaviors that characterize the 
kingdom Jesus had come to establish, 
verses 31-36 speak to the motives for 
those behaviors. We are no longer strictly 
focused on treatment of one’s enemies but 
on people in general. The focus of Jesus’ 
words had broadened to include everyone 
with whom the believer interacts.

This verse is Jesus’ statement of what we 
commonly call the Golden Rule. The rule 
is an expansion of Leviticus 19:18: “Do 
not seek revenge or bear a grudge against 
anyone among your people, but love your 
neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord.”

Several versions of this principle can be 
found in ancient literature. Examples from 
both Jewish and Roman backgrounds 
show that at least some philosophers as-
sumed a stance of reciprocal good that is 
expanded on in Jesus’ teaching in the Ser-
mon on the Plain.

32. Sinners here simply refers to all those 
who operate on “normal” human terms 
with regard to personal relationships, ex-
change, and so forth. Everyone who does 
not conform their lives to the standards of 
the new kingdom that Jesus proclaimed 
lives this way. They love those who love 
them, no more and no less.

Love for Enemies 25

most instinctively. It is a high standard, and 
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er who is growing becomes increasingly able 
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strated in speech. These are examples that 
would have come from the daily experi-
ences of Jesus’ hearers. Many of them were 
socially marginal or poor, thus already not 
commanding the respect of their peers.

We can add to this picture the social 
pressures (from family, friends, neighbors, 
and religious leaders) that would have re-
sulted from the decision to follow Jesus.

It would have been easy for the be-
lievers to return curses for curses or to 
otherwise retaliate for the abuse they suf-
fered. Instead of this, Jesus called them 
(and us) to do the opposite, to bless those 
who curse them and to offer up prayers 
for those who took advantage of them.
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actions. Indeed, the love Jesus calls for is 
demonstrated by going beyond: the disci-
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Into the Lesson
Create a list of initials representing 

those who have treated you as an enemy 
in the past.
_______________________________
_______________________________

Who were the enemies of first-century 
Jews? 
_______________________________
_______________________________

What about enemies of Jesus himself? 
_______________________________
_______________________________

Today we will find out how we should 
treat our enemies.

Into the Word
Read Luke 6:27-36. Each of these five 

statements have one wrong word. Find 
the one wrong word in each and replace 
it with the right one. 

1–Love your friends.

2–Do similar to those who hate you. 

3–Bless those who love you.

4–If hit on one cheek, protect the other. 

5–Your reward will be proportional.

Jesus called on his disciples to go beyond 
this limited (and limiting) standard. They 
were to give and to do good without ex-
pectation of return or reward of any kind. 
This is the higher standard, “righteousness 
[that] surpasses that of the Pharisees and 
the teachers of the law” (Matthew 5:20), 
that Jesus explicitly called for.

33. Jesus envisioned the end of merely 
repaying good for good. Good should be 
shown to others for its own sake, not for 
the sake of anything that we might receive 
in return.

34. The way of life expounded by Jesus 
makes demands on those who would fol-
low him—demands that fall outside the 
boundaries of “normal” human relation-
ships and cultural expectations. Roman 
society was based on the fulfillment of 
obligations between patrons and clients, 
between the elites and the masses. Jesus’ 
words in the Sermon on the Plain cut to 
the heart of that arrangement and under-
mine it. The kingdom of God is marked 
by a new approach to human relationships 
that explodes our ideas about status, pos-
sessions, what we believe we are entitled 
to, and many other subjects.

What is our attitude toward lending 
our possessions or resources? How many 
friendships have ended over the loaning of 
money or other possessions? This is to say 
nothing of relationships that are not nearly 
as close to begin with.

35a. Verse 35 is a kind of a summary 
statement for this entire passage, a concise 
repetition of its main themes. Again the 
emphasis is on action.

It is tempting for us to agree with Je-
sus that genuine Christian love does not 
seek any benefit beyond the opportunity 
to act in love. We could nod our heads 
in affirmation and then turn to the next 
verse. But if we stop and think about how 
Jesus repeated this idea, and if we reflect 
also on the fact that love is the dominant 

ethic in the New Testament, then perhaps 
we ought to pause to investigate our own 
intentions carefully.

In all honesty, are we able to act in a way 
that is self-sacrificing? 

35b. As John the Baptist implies in 
Luke 3:8-9, to be the child of someone 
or something is to share in the character 
of that person or object. To be children 
of the Most High, Jesus’ hearers (and we) 
are called to do the same things that God 
does, especially loving our enemies.

These motives also become benefits to 
us when we demonstrate the kind of love 
that Jesus had in mind. Jesus was clearly 
stressing that the ability to love others in 
a self-sacrificial manner is an important 
component of our eternal reward. This 
kind of love is a vital part of our identity as 
the children of the Most High.

Thus Jesus’ sermon presents the idea 
that the motivation for living a certain 
kind of life is not based on “what we can 
get out of it” in the here and now. Even so, 
isn’t the motivation of an eternal reward at 
least somewhat selfish in and of itself?

35c. God’s character is to be kind, even 
to people who are ungrateful and wicked. 
His character is our ultimate example. 
Our desire to please him is our ultimate 
motivation.

Jesus introduced this point so that we 
can understand that the way we’re being 
called to live is a life that imitates our heav-
enly Father. So here we have the motiva-
tion for achieving the objectives Jesus laid 
out for us throughout this sermon.

36. A way of summarizing Jesus’ point 
in verse 35 is to say that God is merciful. 
His actions toward us are gracious and 
ultimately intended for our redemption. 
The primacy of mercy in the character of 
God likewise points us to a new way of 
life—be merciful—in which the critical 
value is not reciprocity but behavior imi-
tative of our merciful Father (Luke 11:4).
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Into the Lesson
Create a list of initials representing 

those who have treated you as an enemy 
in the past.
_______________________________
_______________________________

Who were the enemies of first-century 
Jews? 
_______________________________
_______________________________

What about enemies of Jesus himself? 
_______________________________
_______________________________

Today we will find out how we should 
treat our enemies.

Into the Word
Read Luke 6:27-36. Each of these five 

statements have one wrong word. Find 
the one wrong word in each and replace 
it with the right one. 

1–Love your friends.

2–Do similar to those who hate you. 

3–Bless those who love you.

4–If hit on one cheek, protect the other. 

5–Your reward will be proportional.

Into Life
Choose one or more of the following 

scenarios for discussion. How would you 
respond?

1–You are talking with someone who says, 
“I just can’t let people walk all over me. 
It’s not good for their character.” How 
do you respond? What Scriptures in ad-
dition to today’s text are relevant?

_______________________________
_______________________________

2–You become aware that a certain person 
is always talking about you behind your 
back. What do you do? What Scriptures 
in addition to today’s text are relevant?

_______________________________
_______________________________

3–Another driver makes an obscene 
gesture at you in traffic for a perceived 
discourtesy on your part. How do you 
react, if at all? What Scriptures in addi-
tion to today’s text are relevant?

_______________________________
_______________________________

4–A friend complains that his brother-in-
law never repays borrowed money. How 
do you respond? What Scriptures in 
addition to today’s text are relevant?

_______________________________
_______________________________

Form prayer pairs and read Luke 6:28. 
Pray for specific but unnamed enemies.

Thought to Remember
Jesus calls us to a new way of life.
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