
I. Love Matters
1 Corinthians 13:1-3

1 Though I speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels, and have not char-
ity, I am become as sounding brass, or a 
tinkling cymbal.

2 And though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all myster-
ies, and all knowledge; and though I 
have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, and have not charity, I am 
nothing.

3 And though I bestow all my goods 
to feed the poor, and though I give my 
body to be burned, and have not char-
ity, it profiteth me nothing.

1. Speaking in tongues was publicly dis-
played in the proclamation of the gospel 
at the church’s inauguration at Pentecost 
(Acts 2:1-11). The disciples’ ability to speak 
a number of foreign languages symbolized 
the universal nature of the gospel: through 
Christ, people of different nations and cul-
tures would come together as God’s people. 
This confirmed God’s love for each person 
in all nations. Ironically, the Corinthians 
had turned this power into a source of di-
vision, requiring Paul to discuss the proper 
use of tongues in detail in 1 Corinthians 14.

The ability to speak languages by the 
Spirit’s power is a marvelous thing. But how 
much more impressive to speak the very 

language used by the angels in Heaven! This 
would surely represent the highest form of 
the gift. Yet if a person were to speak that 
angelic language from selfish motives, it 
would be of no use to anyone. As far as God 
is concerned, without charity even the most 
elegant speech is just the noise of a brass in-
strument or cymbal.

2. Paul turned to a second gift that is 
typically expressed in highly public set-
tings, prophecy. While prophecy some-
times refers broadly to an ability to speak 
God’s word to a particular situation, Paul 
seemed to be thinking of the more obvi-
ously miraculous gift of knowing future 
events (Acts 21:10-11). Suppose that 
someone was so gifted that he or she pos-
sessed all knowledge of future events, and 
even of divine mysteries of Heaven?

While we might regard the information 
such a person could share as priceless, it 
would be worthless if not exercised in char-
ity. Faith here refers to supernatural trust in 
God that would apparently express itself 
through great power in prayer (1 Corinthi-
ans 12:9). Jesus gives the example of people 
whose faith is so great that their prayers 
could move a mountain. Such faith would 
indeed be impressive, but Paul said that 
God will be impressed only if the prayer is 
offered in love.

3. Generosity is not listed as a manifes-
tation of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12, 
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but Paul does include it in his list of gifts 
in Romans 12:6-8. All people are obligat-
ed to give of their means, but some people 
are specially gifted with the ability to freely 
give to those in need.

Paul’s give my body to be burned may 
be referring to surrendering faithfully to 
death in martyrdom. Any acts of service 
and sacrifice—even martyrdom—can be 
twisted into something self-serving. Even 
acts that mimic God’s self- sacrificial gift 
in Jesus are invalidated when we do them 
to exalt ourselves rather than to bless 
others. Paul is one who dedicates himself 
completely to the Lord’s service, suffer-
ing great physical distress in the process 
(2 Corinthians 11:23-27). 

Even the most extreme act of sacrifice 
is worth nothing if we do it so we can 
boast about our own spirituality. Noth-
ing we do is worth anything if our ac-
tions are not guided by genuine love for 
other people

II. Love Acts
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; 
charity envieth not; charity vaunteth 
not itself, is not puffed up,

5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, is not easily pro-
voked, thinketh no evil;

6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoi-
ceth in the truth;

7 Beareth all things, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things.

4a. Love is not an emotion but rather 
a lifestyle, a set of behaviors that reveal a 
spirit driven by true Christian charity.

4b. Jealousy is often a strong desire to 
protect a faithful, committed relationship. 
The Bible sometimes refers to God as jeal-
ous in His love for His people because He 
desires them to be faithful to him. Envy is 

a desire to obtain what other people have, 
often accompanied by feelings of bitter-
ness or hatred. Envy and covetousness are 
never motivated by genuine love.

4c. A person who loves does not try to 
make other people envious by bragging 
about the things that he or she has. Lov-
ing people are not prideful and do not seek 
to draw attention to what God has given 
them. Paul was thinking here especially of 
the pride that people might take in their 
spiritual gifts. Since all gifts are given by 
the same Spirit and all are of equal impor-
tance to the church (1 Corinthians 12:4-
7), it is senseless to boast about them or to 
envy what someone else has received.

5a. Paul emphasized four things that 
people driven by love will not do. Love 
does not lead us to do anything that we 
would be ashamed of later. Following 
from verse 4, Paul was probably thinking 
of envious or prideful things we might say.

5b. Pride and envy are eliminated by the 
fact that love is not selfish, but instead is al-
ways acting in the best interests of others.

5c. Love is not expressed in a hot temper. 
We may be angry at the sins that people 
commit and may be frustrated by their poor 
choices, but these feelings should be moti-
vated by genuine concern that the person is 
doing something harmful to himself, oth-
ers, or the cause of Christ.

That love thinketh no evil means that we 
should not continue to harbor ill feelings 
toward those who make us angry. Instead, 
we should forgive what needs forgiving 
and forget the small stuff.

6. Many of the Corinthian Christians 
seem to have been arrogant about their spir-
itual gifts. We can easily become envious of, 
and resentful toward, arrogant people, and 
we may feel gratified to see them do some-
thing wrong because this justifies our judg-
mental attitude. Real love wants to see other 
people succeed and do the right thing.

7. This verse highlights four ways that a 
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loving person treats others, with the rep-
etition of all things stressing that we are to 
act this way no matter what other people 
do. Love does not break under pressure 
but instead always bears up. Love always 
remains positive. Love also endureth. Lov-
ing people see the reality of situations and 
choose to love anyway.

III. Love Lasts
1 Corinthians 13:8-13

8 Charity never faileth: but whether 
there be prophecies, they shall fail; 
whether there be tongues, they shall 
cease; whether there be knowledge, it 
shall vanish away.

9 For we know in part, and we 
prophesy in part.

10 But when that which is perfect is 
come, then that which is in part shall 
be done away.

11 When I was a child, I spake 
as a child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child: but when I became 
a man, I put away childish things.

12 For now we see through a glass, 
darkly; but then face to face: now I 
know in part; but then shall I know 
even as also I am known.

13 And now abideth faith, hope, 
charity, these three; but the greatest of 
these is charity.

8. This verse establishes a contrast be-
tween love and spiritual gifts. Paul selected 
three gifts from the list in 1  Corinthians 
12:8-10 that reveal information about God 
and His will. The time will come when we 
will not need such revelations, but we will 
always need love in this life and the next.

9. At present, our knowledge of God is 
limited. God is far beyond human com-
prehension. 

10. This verse reads like a proverb. Per-
fect refers to maturity that lacks nothing. As 
a rule, things that are lacking eventually be-

come obsolete. In this regard, one proposal 
is that the complete thing being referred to 
is the finalization of the New Testament. 
When that happens, that which is in part, 
referring to the previous verse, is obsolete. 

11. A child thinks and talks according to 
his or her limited physical and mental ca-
pacity. But as we grow older, these simple 
ways of thinking are replaced by a more 
informed perspective, one based on a bet-
ter understanding of the world around us.

12. As noted in 1 Corinthians 13:9, the 
revelatory gifts of knowledge, prophecy, 
and others like them grant believers partial 
knowledge. Paul therefore compared the 
knowledge of God we gain through these 
gifts to a reflection in a glass. Ancient mir-
rors were made of polished metal rather 
than glass and therefore could not provide a 
sharp image. Similarly, spiritual gifts give us 
an incomplete knowledge of God.

But Paul anticipated a time of seeing 
face to face. Scholars have various theories 
regarding what Paul was referring to. One 
theory is given with verse 10. Another 
theory is that Paul was thinking of the 
second coming. Yet another proposes that 
Paul was referring more generally to life 
in Heaven, where we will dwell in God’s 
presence and behold His perfect glory. 
While some Bible students support their 
case by holding that face to face must be 
understood in its most literal sense of “in 
person” (2 John 12), others point to a figu-
rative meaning of “clear communication” 
(Exodus 33:11, 20).

13. The word now focuses the reader 
on present, earthly experience. We must 
exhibit faith, trusting that He knows best. 

Hope is confident expectation. Hope will 
be out of place when we reach Heaven.

Love will never be obsolete. Love is 
therefore the greatest because it never ends. 
As such, when we exercise our gifts in a 
spirit of love, we are acting with eternity 
in view.

Love Never Fails 37

1629220-KJV Bible Student-Body.indd   371629220-KJV Bible Student-Body.indd   37 3/24/20   4:17 PM3/24/20   4:17 PM



 38 October 25

Involvement Learning
      Love Never Fails

Into the Lesson
Take no more than a minute to write 

on the lines the names of up to six people 
you love and up to six things and/or ac-
tivities you love.

Love (verb): to hold dear, cherish
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Like (verb): to feel attraction toward
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

In light of the definition of love and 
like, cross through things and/or activi-
ties you merely like rather than love.

Today we are going to examine the 
most famous passage in the Bible on the 
topic of love.

Into the Word
Love Matters—Read 1  Corinthians 
13:1-3. How are your spiritual gifts and 
acts of charity affected by whether or not 
you have love?
_______________________________

Love Materializes—Read 1 Corinthians 
13:4-7. How can you tell if it’s really 
love?
_______________________________
Love Matures—Read 1  Corinthians 
13:8-13. In what ways does your under-
standing of love mature?
_______________________________

Into Life
It’s no accident that the Scripture for 

today is preceded by descriptions of spir-
itual gifts.

Complete the following exercise.

1–Turn back one chapter to 1 Corinthi-
ans 12 and review the list of spiritual 
gifts.

2–Identify your strongest gift and make 
a note of it.

_______________________________

3–Determine how love connects with 
spiritual gifts.

_______________________________
_______________________________

4–As time allows, review Romans 12 
for further insight on how spiritual 
gifts are to connect with the impera-
tive of love.

Thought to Remember
Love never fails.
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