
Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 
13-18

1 Wisdom hath builded her house, she 
hath hewn out her seven pillars:

2 She hath killed her beasts; she hath 
mingled her wine; she hath also fur-
nished her table.

3 She hath sent forth her maidens: she 
crieth upon the highest places of the city,

4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in 
hither: as for him that wanteth under-
standing, she saith to him,

5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of 
the wine which I have mingled.

6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go 
in the way of understanding.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

8 Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate 
thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love 
thee.

9 Give instruction to a wise man, and 
he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and 
he will increase in learning.

10 The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom: and the knowledge of 
the holy is understanding.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

13 A foolish woman is clamorous: she 
is simple, and knoweth nothing.

14 For she sitteth at the door of her 
house, on a seat in the high places of the 
city,

15 To call passengers who go right on 
their ways:

16 Whoso is simple, let him turn in 
hither: and as for him that wanteth un-
derstanding, she saith to him,

17 Stolen waters are sweet, and bread 
eaten in secret is pleasant.

18 But he knoweth not that the dead are 
there; and that her guests are in the depths 
of hell.
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and “following” him (in the sense that 
social media uses that term) could give 
Sophia something in common with most 
of her classmates.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Domestic—Read Proverbs 8:17-21.
Sophia doesn’t get along with her dad. 

They don’t have many similar interests. 
His rules are stricter than those of her 
friends’ parents. And he works a lot, so 
she doesn’t see him often. She loves her 
dad, and she knows he loves her too, but 
the relationship needs some improve-
ment.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Discuss one or two rewards of wisdom 

that you and your partner desire to ex-
perience. Then, write  a prayer for your 
study partner in light of the other per-
son’s expressed desire for wisdom. 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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Wisdom’s Home
9:1. The imagery of a house to represent 

wisdom is alluded to from Proverbs 8:34. 
Wisdom is described as having completed 
her house.

Pillars suggest stability and a degree of 
magnificence. That Wisdom herself has 
worked to carve them out shows her to be 
associated with hard work. Seven is a num-
ber representing completeness or perfection 
throughout the Bible. Wisdom’s house has 
no defects; it is the ideal dwelling place.

2. Wisdom has prepared a sumptuous 
meal for her guests. Wine is something to 
be enjoyed, though the Scriptures also warn 
of its abuse. Here it is part of what Wisdom 
has prepared to show that she has put forth 
her best efforts to prepare her table.

3. Wisdom publicizes her invitation us-
ing two means. First, she sends forth her 
maidens. Second, Wisdom herself goes out 
to invite people to come to her feast. 

4. Wisdom’s appeal is aimed at the sim-
ple. These people may be viewed as “neu-
tral” in terms of wisdom vs. foolishness. 
They could be considered naïve or imma-
ture, people who clearly can benefit from 
what Wisdom has to offer but haven’t yet 
chosen to do so.

5. The invitation from Wisdom begins 
by asking those invited to take part in the 
meal that she has prepared. Sharing bread in 
the biblical world is considered the epitome 
of intimate fellowship with another person.

Jesus uses the language of intimate fellow-
ship in appealing to the church at Laodicea 
to give Him the opportunity to eat with 
them (Revelation 3:20). His desire is for 
such warm fellowship to end the “luke-
warm” condition of the church (3:16). Wis-

dom desires a similar intimacy with those 
who respond to her call.

6. To accept Wisdom’s invitation, the 
individual must abandon the path of the 
foolish. A person cannot walk on both a 
wise and a foolish path. 

Becoming Wise
8. One way in which a scorner and a 

wise man demonstrate how different they 
are is in how each accepts criticism. Con-
temptuous people reject any attempt to 
correct their behavior or to show the er-
ror of their ways. The wise person will 
appreciate any correction and express 
that to the person who conveys it. Genu-
ine wisdom is characterized by humility 
and a teachable spirit.

9. A truly wise individual admits that 
there is always more to learn. He or she is 
not insulted by the person who offers in-
struction; the individual is grateful for what-
ever information is received. 

Apollos exhibited such an attitude when 
he was willing to receive the corrective 
teaching of Aquila and Priscilla. And Aq-
uila and Priscilla demonstrated wisdom in 
the way they took Apollos aside in private 
in order to instruct him (Acts 18:24-26).

10. The fear of the Lord refers to know-
ing the Lord. To many, the word holy im-
plies a life that is removed from the practical 
concerns of this world and is thus unable to 
properly relate to it and live within it. But 
holiness implies a separation in a spiritual 
sense: being set apart for God. The best 
way to journey through life in a broken, 
sin-filled world is to follow the Creator’s 
guidelines.

Folly’s Home
13. This verse introduces a foolish wom-

an to contrast with the woman known as 
Wisdom. The foolish woman is often 
referred to as Folly. She is described as 
clamorous. Folly herself is simple. She likes 
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to sound knowledgeable, but in reality she 
needs wisdom for she knoweth nothing.

14. While Wisdom has built her house, 
nothing is said about Folly’s efforts to 
build. Nor does the text indicate that she 
has prepared any meal as has Wisdom. 
Folly simply sits idly.

Folly locates herself at a prominent point 
in the high places of the city. Some suggest 
that because high places are often associated 
with pagan worship in the Old Testament, 
it may be that Folly is inviting passersby to 
join her in such worship. But since Wisdom 
also resides on a high place, Folly’s character 
more than her location is what makes her 
suspicious.

The house imagery anticipates how 
Jesus will conclude His Sermon on the 
Mount, with an illustration of two houses 
built on two different foundations: rock 
and sand. Both houses are subject to rain, 
floods, and wind. The house built on sand 
collapses, while the house built on a foun-
dation of solid rock remains intact.

The two houses stand for two different 
ways of living. The one built on rock rep-
resents the life lived in obedience to Jesus’ 
teachings; the one built on sand represents 
the person who hears His teachings but 
refuses to obey them.

15. Folly is trying to lure people away 
from the course they are on. Her inten-
tions are questionable, to say the least.

16. Folly words her invitation in a man-
ner similar to Wisdom’s. Folly’s invitation 
is to the same naïve population to which 
Wisdom calls. In this case, wanteth under-
standing means that a person lacks discern-
ment, not that the person desires it.

17a. We see the difference between the 
two invitations. And the two potential 
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Key Verse
Forsake the foolish, and live; and 
go in the way of understanding 

—Proverbs 9:6
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dom desires a similar intimacy with those 
who respond to her call.

6. To accept Wisdom’s invitation, the 
individual must abandon the path of the 
foolish. A person cannot walk on both a 
wise and a foolish path. 

Becoming Wise
8. One way in which a scorner and a 

wise man demonstrate how different they 
are is in how each accepts criticism. Con-
temptuous people reject any attempt to 
correct their behavior or to show the er-
ror of their ways. The wise person will 
appreciate any correction and express 
that to the person who conveys it. Genu-
ine wisdom is characterized by humility 
and a teachable spirit.

9. A truly wise individual admits that 
there is always more to learn. He or she is 
not insulted by the person who offers in-
struction; the individual is grateful for what-
ever information is received. 

Apollos exhibited such an attitude when 
he was willing to receive the corrective 
teaching of Aquila and Priscilla. And Aq-
uila and Priscilla demonstrated wisdom in 
the way they took Apollos aside in private 
in order to instruct him (Acts 18:24-26).

10. The fear of the Lord refers to know-
ing the Lord. To many, the word holy im-
plies a life that is removed from the practical 
concerns of this world and is thus unable to 
properly relate to it and live within it. But 
holiness implies a separation in a spiritual 
sense: being set apart for God. The best 
way to journey through life in a broken, 
sin-filled world is to follow the Creator’s 
guidelines.

Folly’s Home
13. This verse introduces a foolish wom-

an to contrast with the woman known as 
Wisdom. The foolish woman is often 
referred to as Folly. She is described as 
clamorous. Folly herself is simple. She likes 
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to sound knowledgeable, but in reality she 
needs wisdom for she knoweth nothing.

14. While Wisdom has built her house, 
nothing is said about Folly’s efforts to 
build. Nor does the text indicate that she 
has prepared any meal as has Wisdom. 
Folly simply sits idly.

Folly locates herself at a prominent point 
in the high places of the city. Some suggest 
that because high places are often associated 
with pagan worship in the Old Testament, 
it may be that Folly is inviting passersby to 
join her in such worship. But since Wisdom 
also resides on a high place, Folly’s character 
more than her location is what makes her 
suspicious.

The house imagery anticipates how 
Jesus will conclude His Sermon on the 
Mount, with an illustration of two houses 
built on two different foundations: rock 
and sand. Both houses are subject to rain, 
floods, and wind. The house built on sand 
collapses, while the house built on a foun-
dation of solid rock remains intact.

The two houses stand for two different 
ways of living. The one built on rock rep-
resents the life lived in obedience to Jesus’ 
teachings; the one built on sand represents 
the person who hears His teachings but 
refuses to obey them.

15. Folly is trying to lure people away 
from the course they are on. Her inten-
tions are questionable, to say the least.

16. Folly words her invitation in a man-
ner similar to Wisdom’s. Folly’s invitation 
is to the same naïve population to which 
Wisdom calls. In this case, wanteth under-
standing means that a person lacks discern-
ment, not that the person desires it.

17a. We see the difference between the 
two invitations. And the two potential 

hostesses cannot be more distinct! Folly has 
nothing of her own to offer as she brazenly 
refers to her provision of waters as stolen. 
She further has the audacity to boast of how 
sweet such fare is to taste. There is no sense 
of shame or remorse in how Folly has ac-
quired what she is offering. 

17b. One can assume that the bread to 
be eaten in secret is also stolen. That is why 
it is devoured where no one can discover 
the theft of the ones who enjoy it.

18a. Hebrews 11:25 describes the 
pleasures of sin as lasting only “for a sea-
son”—they do not endure. What Folly 
has made to sound so enjoyable and so 
satisfying leads to a dead end. 

Satan continues to be the master of de-
ception. One of his disguises by which he 
deceives is to appear as “an angel of light” 
(2  Corinthians 11:14). There is nothing 
sweet or pleasant in following his counsel. 
Only Wisdom offers the tree of life.

18b. The Hebrew word translated hell 
can also be translated “the grave.” It refers 
to the depths below the earth. The con-
cept of Heaven and Hell as we understand 
today wasn’t fully revealed by God when 
Solomon wrote. To grasp that entirety, one 
must consider the teaching of the New 
Testament.

Heeding Folly’s invitation is a sure path 
to ruin. Wisdom promises long life (Prov-
erbs 3:16; 9:11). A life lived with wisdom, 
even one tragically cut short, is a good life. 
Since true wisdom begins with the fear of 
God, any such life is the path to life with 
the Lord. In that way, a person can be said 
to have found the Old Testament’s under-
standing of abundant life. And what has 
been avoided is the way of trespasses and 
sins, which leads to death.

Feast with Wisdom 17

Thought to Remember
The path of folly is not a lifestyle; it’s a death-style.
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OH! 19

In January I resolved to read through 
the Bible. My journey began well. I 
cruised through several chapters each day, 
visited many strong characters en route—
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and Joshua. 
Naomi, a bitter woman turned sweet, 
grabbed my attention. As she rocked 
an unexpected grandson on her knee, I 
waded into Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, 
Esther, and finally, Job. I’d heard enough 
depressing sermons from this book to last 
a lifetime. Its 42 chapters loomed like a 
dark, forbidding forest. 

Spring arrived. On sunny days, I read 
by the river or in the backyard. Job’s 
dreary story seemed out of sync with 
buds and birds. So I detoured around 
it and went straight to Psalms. It wasn’t 
long before I reached Isaiah. What a 
prophet, and what a writer! Isaiah’s beau-
tiful word pictures encourage and com-
fort the reader. By summer, I’d reached 
Malachi, the end of the Old Testament, 
and congratulated myself.

How can you say you’re reading 
through the Bible if you’ve skipped Job? 
That niggling question interrupted my 
back-patting. I’d placed a mental tick 
beside each book as I’d completed it. No 
tick beside Job. 

Seeking shade from the sun, I moved 
my lawn chair under a maple tree. My 
fingers leafed through the pages of a 
worn Bible. “There was a man in the 
land of Uz, whose name was Job” (Job 
1:1). With that my mind left the heat 
of the backyard and dove into the dark, 
cold waters of Job. 

At the outset Satan seeks God’s con-
sent to test Job’s faith. Permission grant-
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Involvement Learning
      Feast with Wisdom

Into the Lesson

Life is full of choices. Some are merely 
matters of personal taste, while others 
influence the very course of life. Let’s see 
what Solomon had to say about the latter.

Into Life
As a class, plan a dinner party intend-

ed to reflect appreciation for the guest of 
honor: Wisdom herself. Suggest a guest 
list (people they know who reflect wis-
dom), the location of the banquet (a 
place wisdom is likely to be found), the 
menu (how wisdom results in spiritual 
nourishment), etc.

Suggest the types of people who would 
expect to be invited and who would be 
surprised when they weren’t. 

What national park, monument, or 
historic site should everyone visit?

What is the best worship song or 
hymn?

What is the best fast-food 
restaurant? 

What is the best movie ever made?
What is the tastiest snack food? 

Into the Word
Debate this proposal: Wisdom is better than folly. 

Use today’s text, Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18, first and foremost in your preparation.

Wisdom Folly

____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________

____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________  
____________________________________

How is choosing between wisdom and folly like and/or unlike the debate you just  
witnessed?

OH!
      by Rose M. Brandon
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