
Proverbs 8:8-14, 17-21
8 All the words of my mouth are in 

righteousness; there is nothing froward or 
perverse in them.

9 They are all plain to him that un-
derstandeth, and right to them that find 
knowledge.

10 Receive my instruction, and not 
silver; and knowledge rather than choice 
gold.

11 For wisdom is better than rubies; 
and all the things that may be desired are 
not to be compared to it.

12 I wisdom dwell with prudence, and 
find out knowledge of witty inventions.

13 The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: 
pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and 
the froward mouth, do I hate.

14 Counsel is mine, and sound wis-
dom: I am understanding; I have strength.

Receive Wisdom’s Gifts 11

    Receive
Wisdom’s Gifts

June 21
Lesson 3 (KJV)

Devotional Reading:  Job 28:12-28

Background Scripture:  Job 1; 42; Proverbs 8

 10 June 14

Understanding
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Discretion
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
1–How do devices like life preservers 

save lives?
____________________________________
____________________________________

2–How do we use phrases like “being 
a real lifesaver” in a figurative way? 
____________________________________
____________________________________

3–When has godly wisdom been a 
lifesaver to you? In other words, what are 
some times when applying Bible truth 
helped you avoid disaster? 
____________________________________
____________________________________

Keep a journal of occasions when god-
ly wisdom has “preserved” you. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
17 I love them that love me; and those 

that seek me early shall find me.
18 Riches and honour are with me; yea, 

durable riches and righteousness.
19 My fruit is better than gold, yea, 

than fine gold; and my revenue than 
choice silver.

20 I lead in the way of righteousness, in 
the midst of the paths of judgment:

21 That I may cause those that love me 
to inherit substance; and I will fill their 
treasures.
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Wisdom’s Words
8:8. All of Wisdom’s words are ground-

ed in righteousness. Froward is a synonym 
for perverse. The rightness of Wisdom ex-
cludes any falseness.

9. Wisdom asserts that her ways are 
plain to those who understand. There is 
no hidden agenda to be ashamed of when 
following Wisdom.

10, 11a. Wisdom presents herself as the 
first of two choices facing a person. The 
second choice is the best material this 
world has to offer: precious metals silver 
and choice gold and the costly jewels rubies.

The offer of such abundant wealth 
would be hard to refuse. Yet wisdom pos-
sesses more lasting value and produces far 
more genuine pleasure and enjoyment than 
anything the world has to offer (see Job 28).

11b. Though the kind and amount of 
things people owned was different in bib-
lical times, the desire for stuff still existed. 
All this and more amounts to nothing com-
pared to the value of wisdom. 

The key questions are these: What do 
you love? Do you desire to be rich as God 
defines the term, or as the world does?

12. The father has encouraged his son 
to practice wisdom by keeping good com-
pany and avoiding those who would entice 
him into sinful practices. Wisdom herself 
keeps good company. Prudence speaks 
of a person who is discerning in making 
choices, cautiously deciding what is right.

Wisdom also claims to be familiar with 
witty inventions. The present verse may 
be highlighting Wisdom’s ability to pro-
vide one with the necessary insight to spot 

harmful influences or people when they are 
encountered and take steps to avoid them.

13. The wisdom of demonstrating a 
healthy fear of the Lord is that a proper 
reverence and respect for God will result in 
obeying Him. One cannot keep His com-
mands without learning to hate evil.

The attitudes cited in this verse de-
tract from the life of blessing that is the 
fruit of prioritizing wisdom over material 
wealth. Pride and arrogancy are used syn-
onymously. Pride stands in the way of the 
humble heart that the Lord both requires 
and honors. The evil way and the froward 
mouth are built on pride and arrogance. 
Such speech goes against what the Lord 
finds pleasing. 

14. Wisdom continues to make her case 
for earning both hearing and heeding from 
her listeners. The blessings that come with 
obtaining wisdom contrast sharply with 
what the Lord and Wisdom both hate. The 
understanding and strength of wisdom else-
where are said to overthrow entire cities.

Wisdom’s Wealth
17. Wisdom never spurns anyone who 

truly loves her. This verse commends those 
who seek her. The seeking begins early in 
one’s life.

Our search is governed by our respect 
for God and His ways. Our goal is to know 
God and His ways more fully so that we 
may better follow them. This is a joyous 
journey, the lifelong pursuit of godliness.

18a. Wisdom promises that riches and 
honour result from obeying her invitation. 
One is reminded of Solomon’s request for 
wisdom. God not only granted the king’s 
request but also gave him much that he had 
not asked for, including wealth and honor.

Caution must be exercised in inter-
preting promises of riches and honor as 
guaranteed rewards for faithfulness. The 
proverbs in Scripture express principles 
that find fullest reward in eternity and do 

 12 June 21

not always result in an easy life. One must 
not overlook the role that human free will 
and sin have in impacting how certain 
proverbs actually play out. Proverbs 22:6 
speaks of a child being well taught and 
still living in wisdom in old age. Yet we all 
know of cases where children went astray 
in spite of their parents’ wise teachings. Or 
a statement such as “A soft answer turneth 
away wrath” (Proverbs 15:1) does not de-
scribe what happened to Jesus at His trial 
prior to His crucifixion. He gave such an 
answer to His opponents, and they still 
crucified Him (Luke 23:3-32).

These exceptions illustrate that we have 
to be cautious in expecting an ironclad 
guarantee in every case. We must not be 
surprised that not everyone who lives a wise 
and godly life will experience material pros-
perity or even a perfectly peaceful life. For 
example, though Jeremiah clearly lived his 
life in fear of the Lord and therefore wisely, 
the prophet suffered much in his ministry.

18b. If we are ever troubled by circum-
stances, rest assured that we are not alone. 
The psalmist wrestled with the same is-
sue and came to understand that mate-
rial prosperity is only temporary; it ends 
when the Lord carries out His righteous 
judgment (Psalm 73:16-20). Real wealth, 
found in wisdom, is durable. Like the trea-
sures in Heaven, wisdom’s riches cannot 
decay or be stolen (Matthew 6:19, 20).

19. The comparison with fruit goes well 
with wisdom’s earlier portrayal as being a 
“tree of life” (Proverbs 3:18). Wisdom bears 
worthwhile fruit throughout one’s life and 
provides invaluable insights for any age, 
stage, or circumstance of life. Its reward is 
compared favorably to precious metals.

It is important when considering the 

Receive Wisdom’s Gifts 13

Key Verses
Receive my instruction, and not silver; 
and knowledge rather than choice 
gold. For wisdom is better than ru-
bies; and all the things that may be 
desired are not to be compared to it.

—Proverbs 8:10, 11
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harmful influences or people when they are 
encountered and take steps to avoid them.

13. The wisdom of demonstrating a 
healthy fear of the Lord is that a proper 
reverence and respect for God will result in 
obeying Him. One cannot keep His com-
mands without learning to hate evil.

The attitudes cited in this verse de-
tract from the life of blessing that is the 
fruit of prioritizing wisdom over material 
wealth. Pride and arrogancy are used syn-
onymously. Pride stands in the way of the 
humble heart that the Lord both requires 
and honors. The evil way and the froward 
mouth are built on pride and arrogance. 
Such speech goes against what the Lord 
finds pleasing. 

14. Wisdom continues to make her case 
for earning both hearing and heeding from 
her listeners. The blessings that come with 
obtaining wisdom contrast sharply with 
what the Lord and Wisdom both hate. The 
understanding and strength of wisdom else-
where are said to overthrow entire cities.

Wisdom’s Wealth
17. Wisdom never spurns anyone who 

truly loves her. This verse commends those 
who seek her. The seeking begins early in 
one’s life.

Our search is governed by our respect 
for God and His ways. Our goal is to know 
God and His ways more fully so that we 
may better follow them. This is a joyous 
journey, the lifelong pursuit of godliness.

18a. Wisdom promises that riches and 
honour result from obeying her invitation. 
One is reminded of Solomon’s request for 
wisdom. God not only granted the king’s 
request but also gave him much that he had 
not asked for, including wealth and honor.

Caution must be exercised in inter-
preting promises of riches and honor as 
guaranteed rewards for faithfulness. The 
proverbs in Scripture express principles 
that find fullest reward in eternity and do 

 12 June 21

not always result in an easy life. One must 
not overlook the role that human free will 
and sin have in impacting how certain 
proverbs actually play out. Proverbs 22:6 
speaks of a child being well taught and 
still living in wisdom in old age. Yet we all 
know of cases where children went astray 
in spite of their parents’ wise teachings. Or 
a statement such as “A soft answer turneth 
away wrath” (Proverbs 15:1) does not de-
scribe what happened to Jesus at His trial 
prior to His crucifixion. He gave such an 
answer to His opponents, and they still 
crucified Him (Luke 23:3-32).

These exceptions illustrate that we have 
to be cautious in expecting an ironclad 
guarantee in every case. We must not be 
surprised that not everyone who lives a wise 
and godly life will experience material pros-
perity or even a perfectly peaceful life. For 
example, though Jeremiah clearly lived his 
life in fear of the Lord and therefore wisely, 
the prophet suffered much in his ministry.

18b. If we are ever troubled by circum-
stances, rest assured that we are not alone. 
The psalmist wrestled with the same is-
sue and came to understand that mate-
rial prosperity is only temporary; it ends 
when the Lord carries out His righteous 
judgment (Psalm 73:16-20). Real wealth, 
found in wisdom, is durable. Like the trea-
sures in Heaven, wisdom’s riches cannot 
decay or be stolen (Matthew 6:19, 20).

19. The comparison with fruit goes well 
with wisdom’s earlier portrayal as being a 
“tree of life” (Proverbs 3:18). Wisdom bears 
worthwhile fruit throughout one’s life and 
provides invaluable insights for any age, 
stage, or circumstance of life. Its reward is 
compared favorably to precious metals.

It is important when considering the 

promises of riches and wealth in Proverbs 
to examine another book that has much to 
say about wisdom: Job. The man himself 
is described as being of exemplary and up-
right character. Yet we know the tragedies 
that befell him in the course of a single 
day. Though he was wise and praised God 
through all his trials, he still went through 
those trials. Wisdom did not save him 
from the sorrows that Satan visited on him 
(Job 1:12–2:10). He experienced sorrow, 
in spite of his faithfulness.

Jesus spoke of seeking the kingdom of 
God first; then “all these things” will be 
provided (Matthew 6:33). Jesus was also 
honest about the persecution that His fol-
lowers would suffer (5:10, 11) and the cost 
that accompanies choosing to follow Him 
(Luke 9:23; 14:33). At such times, the true 
value of the gifts of enduring wealth that 
godly wisdom offers will manifest itself.

20. Whether judgment is understood as 
judging right from wrong or as practicing 
justice in one’s daily contacts and circum-
stances, Wisdom feels right at home in the 
midst of such God-honoring decisions and 
actions.

21. The word substance highlights the 
“durable” nature of Wisdom’s wealth (Prov-
erbs 8:18). It is an inheritance that Wisdom 
bequeaths to those who sincerely seek her 
(8:17). Once again, treasures can signify the 
material benefits that accompany living by 
the counsels of Wisdom. But these are not 
the primary riches for which Wisdom is to 
be known and followed. The inheritance 
provided is one that can be passed on to 
one’s children with the understanding that, 
if pursued diligently, Wisdom’s treasures 
will become just as precious and valuable 
to them.
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Before wisdom’s gifts can be opened and treasured, they must be sought.

4629220-KJV Bible Student-Body.indd   13 10/30/19   3:27 PM



Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 
13-18

1 Wisdom hath builded her house, she 
hath hewn out her seven pillars:

2 She hath killed her beasts; she hath 
mingled her wine; she hath also fur-
nished her table.

3 She hath sent forth her maidens: she 
crieth upon the highest places of the city,

4 Whoso is simple, let him turn in 
hither: as for him that wanteth under-
standing, she saith to him,

5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of 
the wine which I have mingled.

6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go 
in the way of understanding.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

8 Reprove not a scorner, lest he hate 
thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love 
thee.

9 Give instruction to a wise man, and 
he will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and 
he will increase in learning.

Feast with Wisdom 15

    Feast
with Wisdom

Devotional Reading:  Psalm 119:97-104

Background Scripture:  Proverbs 9

 14 June 21

Involvement Learning
      Receive Wisdom’s Gifts

Into the Lesson
Merchants’ reward cards are popular. 

What are some advantages you receive 
from using their cards?

We like the discounts, bonus points, 
rebates, and other perks that reward 
cards provide. But Solomon speaks of 
wisdom as offering even greater rewards. 
Wisdom’s value is our topic today.

Into the Word
Consider three challenges faced by a 

teenager named Sophia. Use the follow-
ing questions in your responses:

What options are available to Sophia? 
What pluses and minuses does each 

option offer?
What does the assigned text offer in 

the way of wise counsel for Sophia?

Religious—Read Proverbs 8:8-11.
Sophia exchanges text messages on a 

regular basis with friends in the youth 
group. Everyone gets along well, but So-
phia is worried that some of their jokes 
involving Carlos may be crossing the line 
from good-natured teasing into bullying.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Educational—Read Proverbs 8:12-14.
Sophia’s school friends follow influen-

tial celebrities on social media. Some ce-
lebrities have good things to say; others, 
not so much. One particularly popular 
celebrity posts questionable content on 
a regular basis. But he’s also really funny, 

and “following” him (in the sense that 
social media uses that term) could give 
Sophia something in common with most 
of her classmates.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Domestic—Read Proverbs 8:17-21.
Sophia doesn’t get along with her dad. 

They don’t have many similar interests. 
His rules are stricter than those of her 
friends’ parents. And he works a lot, so 
she doesn’t see him often. She loves her 
dad, and she knows he loves her too, but 
the relationship needs some improve-
ment.
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Discuss one or two rewards of wisdom 

that you and your partner desire to ex-
perience. Then, write  a prayer for your 
study partner in light of the other per-
son’s expressed desire for wisdom. 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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