
Proverbs 1:1-4, 7, 8, 10, 
20-22, 32, 33

1 The proverbs of Solomon the son of 
David, king of Israel;

2 To know wisdom and instruction; to 
perceive the words of understanding;

3 To receive the instruction of wisdom, 
justice, and judgment, and equity;

4 To give subtilty to the simple, to the 
young man knowledge and discretion. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom 
and instruction.

8 My son, hear the instruction of thy fa-
ther, and forsake not the law of thy mother. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

10 My son, if sinners en-
tice thee, consent thou not. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

20 Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth 
her voice in the streets:

21 She crieth in the chief place of con-
course, in the openings of the gates: in the 
city she uttereth her words, saying,

22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye 
love simplicity? and the scorners delight in 
their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

32 For the turning away of the simple 
shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools 
shall destroy them.

33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall 
dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear 
of evil.
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Introducing a Book
1:1. King Solomon (reigned 970–930 

BC) is mentioned by name at two other 
places in the book, establishing the ori-
gin of the book’s contents (Proverbs 10:1; 
25:1). According to the latter verse, “the 
men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied 
out” the proverbs of Solomon found in the 
succeeding chapters. 

Solomon’s wisdom was a gift from God. 
Like any spiritual gift, wisdom has to be 
accepted and practiced regularly. Though 
he was a wise man, Solomon shows in the 
direction his life took how he himself ig-
nored the very words with which he de-
sired to guide others. He married women 
from other nations; these women lured 
him into worshipping other gods. As a 
result, the Lord told Solomon that the im-
pressive kingdom that David, his father, 
had left for him to rule would be divided 
after Solomon’s death.

2a. To know wisdom is recognizing the 
best course of action for a given situation 
and following through on that action. The 
Hebrew word translated instruction implies 
disciplining a person in the correct way of 
living in the sight of God.

2b. Words of understanding must be per-
sonally embraced and applied in order to 
be of genuine value. 

3. Instruction is repeated to emphasize 
its importance. The word translated wis-
dom (a different Hebrew word from the 
one previously translated this way) em-
phasizes discernment. One sees the ways 
in which godly wisdom is to manifest it-
self. Judgment does not apply only to an 
ethical standard in a judicial setting. It also 

includes the idea of applying good reason-
ing to situations that confront one daily, 
especially those involving others in need. 
Equity is closely tied to this and relates to 
our treatment of others. 

4a. The Hebrew word translated sub-
tilty can have a negative connotation. 
One form of the Hebrew word is used of 
the serpent in Genesis 3:1. But the same 
root can also imply a more positive qual-
ity. This positive nuance is what Solomon 
intends here.

4b. The victim of subtilty is someone 
who lacks life experience and knowledge. 
Such a person must be teachable, willing 
to listen to the instruction and discipline 
that wisdom has to offer.

4c. The designation young man can 
suggest that the reason for ignorance is 
partially a matter of lack of time to have 
already learned. 

Emphasis on the male child reflects the 
patriarchal society of that time and the 
importance placed on fathers to train their 
sons. The principles found throughout 
Proverbs are clearly valuable for both men 
and women.

Introducing Wisdom
7a. Solomon reveals that the key to ob-

taining knowledge is the fear of the Lord. 
Here fear means primarily to acknowledge 
and submit to the Lord as the source of true 
knowledge and wisdom. As long as an indi-
vidual possesses the fear of the Lord, he or 
she is on the path to wisdom.

Though the world may agree that “wis-
dom, justice, and judgment, and equity” 
are worthy pursuits (Proverbs 1:3), many 
scoff at the assertion that knowledge of 
God’s ways is necessary for human excel-
lence in any field of inquiry. Yet the rejec-
tion of the fear of the Lord as the basis for 
knowledge is precisely the cause of the 
strife, turmoil, and disorder that mark cur-
rent society.

 4 June 7

7b. To ignore wisdom is to embark on 
the path of fools. Such individuals demon-
strate their contempt God’s instruction. 

8. Some have suggested that the term son 
in Proverbs should be interpreted as a dis-
ciple or student. However, the context sup-
ports translating this word in familial terms 
instead of educational. Both father and 
mother are instrumental in teaching wis-
dom to their children (Proverbs 6:20). The 
consequences of not hearing, or of forsak-
ing, the instruction and law of parents will 
be discipline and potential disaster.

10. The behavior of friends can influence 
one’s behavior, often in a negative way. Prov-
erbs 1:11-19 includes more specific words 
of enticement from plotting, scheming 
sinners. They are not just out to partici-
pate in some good-natured fun. Rather, 
they clearly want to do harm to someone 
(Proverbs 1:11). An extended plea from 
the father for his son to shun these wicked 
people follows (1:15-19). Danger awaits, 
not for the innocent victim of the sinners’ 
plans but for the perpetrators themselves. 
They are the ones who “lay wait for their 
own blood; they lurk privily for their own 
lives” (1:18).

20a. Whereas the father has been the 
one who issues warnings to his son to this 
point, now wisdom itself is pictured as 
appealing to anyone who will listen. Wis-
dom will be described with the pronoun 
she. Wisdom’s personification as a woman 
may reflect the fact that the students are 
young men. By contrast, folly is portrayed 
as a loose woman who tempts men to 
their ruin.

20b, 21. Wisdom is not cloistered. She 
is out in the streets, where life is lived each 
day, making her appeal. 

Listen to God’s Wisdom 5

Key Verse
The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of knowledge: but fools 
despise wisdom and instruction. 
 —Proverbs 1:7
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includes the idea of applying good reason-
ing to situations that confront one daily, 
especially those involving others in need. 
Equity is closely tied to this and relates to 
our treatment of others. 

4a. The Hebrew word translated sub-
tilty can have a negative connotation. 
One form of the Hebrew word is used of 
the serpent in Genesis 3:1. But the same 
root can also imply a more positive qual-
ity. This positive nuance is what Solomon 
intends here.

4b. The victim of subtilty is someone 
who lacks life experience and knowledge. 
Such a person must be teachable, willing 
to listen to the instruction and discipline 
that wisdom has to offer.

4c. The designation young man can 
suggest that the reason for ignorance is 
partially a matter of lack of time to have 
already learned. 

Emphasis on the male child reflects the 
patriarchal society of that time and the 
importance placed on fathers to train their 
sons. The principles found throughout 
Proverbs are clearly valuable for both men 
and women.

Introducing Wisdom
7a. Solomon reveals that the key to ob-

taining knowledge is the fear of the Lord. 
Here fear means primarily to acknowledge 
and submit to the Lord as the source of true 
knowledge and wisdom. As long as an indi-
vidual possesses the fear of the Lord, he or 
she is on the path to wisdom.

Though the world may agree that “wis-
dom, justice, and judgment, and equity” 
are worthy pursuits (Proverbs 1:3), many 
scoff at the assertion that knowledge of 
God’s ways is necessary for human excel-
lence in any field of inquiry. Yet the rejec-
tion of the fear of the Lord as the basis for 
knowledge is precisely the cause of the 
strife, turmoil, and disorder that mark cur-
rent society.

 4 June 7

7b. To ignore wisdom is to embark on 
the path of fools. Such individuals demon-
strate their contempt God’s instruction. 

8. Some have suggested that the term son 
in Proverbs should be interpreted as a dis-
ciple or student. However, the context sup-
ports translating this word in familial terms 
instead of educational. Both father and 
mother are instrumental in teaching wis-
dom to their children (Proverbs 6:20). The 
consequences of not hearing, or of forsak-
ing, the instruction and law of parents will 
be discipline and potential disaster.

10. The behavior of friends can influence 
one’s behavior, often in a negative way. Prov-
erbs 1:11-19 includes more specific words 
of enticement from plotting, scheming 
sinners. They are not just out to partici-
pate in some good-natured fun. Rather, 
they clearly want to do harm to someone 
(Proverbs 1:11). An extended plea from 
the father for his son to shun these wicked 
people follows (1:15-19). Danger awaits, 
not for the innocent victim of the sinners’ 
plans but for the perpetrators themselves. 
They are the ones who “lay wait for their 
own blood; they lurk privily for their own 
lives” (1:18).

20a. Whereas the father has been the 
one who issues warnings to his son to this 
point, now wisdom itself is pictured as 
appealing to anyone who will listen. Wis-
dom will be described with the pronoun 
she. Wisdom’s personification as a woman 
may reflect the fact that the students are 
young men. By contrast, folly is portrayed 
as a loose woman who tempts men to 
their ruin.

20b, 21. Wisdom is not cloistered. She 
is out in the streets, where life is lived each 
day, making her appeal. 

The gates of a city are where business is 
often conducted and where key decisions 
or announcements occur. Portraying Wis-
dom in the city emphasizes that she is call-
ing as many people as possible to follow in 
her ways, rejecting foolish paths. Wisdom’s 
words are desperately needed everywhere.

22. Wisdom calls for people to  rearrange 
their priorities, to reorient their entire val-
ue system. They are challenged to embrace 
knowledge.

32. Choosing to turn away from wis-
dom is fatal. The combination of slay and 
destroy conveys the great violence that 
awaits those who reject Wisdom’s call. 
Prosperity suggests being at ease or feeling 
secure because of one’s situation. There is 
a smugness that gives the foolish person a 
false sense of security.

33. This chapter closes with a statement 
of the blessings that follow from heeding 
Wisdom’s invitation. Safety comes because 
the wise person has chosen to ignore fool-
ish and sinful voices that offer invitations 
to pursue their paths of wrongdoing.

The Hebrew word translated evil can be 
used in a moral sense (Proverbs 1:16). But 
in some cases it refers to the harm that is 
one of the consequences of living in a world 
under the curse of sin. God does no moral 
evil. He does, however, judge justly and 
bring judgment. Unfortunately, judgment 
can be perceived as evil by those who ex-
perience it.

The wise do not need to fear those who 
live by the sinners’ code. The wise person 
may be the target of the ungodly and may 
suffer harm from them. But fear of such an 
outcome does not trouble or overwhelm the 
godly person. Instead, he or she is grounded 
in and guided by the fear of the Lord.

Listen to God’s Wisdom 5

Thought to Remember
Fear the Lord and learn wisdom.
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Proverbs 2:1-11
1 My son, if thou wilt receive my 

words, and hide my commandments 
with thee;

2 So that thou incline thine ear unto 
wisdom, and apply thine heart to under-
standing;

3 Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, 
and liftest up thy voice for understand-
ing;

4 If thou seekest her as silver, and 
searchest for her as for hid treasures;

5 Then shalt thou understand the fear 
of the Lord, and find the knowledge of 
God.

6 For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of 
his mouth cometh knowledge and un-
derstanding.
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    Value
Wisdom

Devotional Reading:  Proverbs 2:12-22

Background Scripture:  Genesis 39; Proverbs 2

 6 June 7

Involvement Learning
      Listen to God’s Wisdom

Into the Lesson

Share times when you have felt incom-
petent. Discuss together reasonable ways 
to gain competence.

We all have times when we feel un-
qualified, unprepared, or incompetent 
to address a task. How do we overcome 
these feelings?

Into the Word
Read Proverbs 1:1-4, 7, 8, 10, 20-22, 

32, 33.
Use the following format to write back 

cover copy for the book of Proverbs.
1–Choose a catchy title for the sum-

mary:
____________________________________
____________________________________

2–Tell what the reader will gain by 
reading the book of Proverbs (1:1-4):
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

3–Describe the basic point of the book 
of Proverbs (1:7, 8, 10):
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

4–Explain why the instructions in the 
book of Proverbs differ from advice from 
other sources (1:20-22, 32, 33):
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Into Life
Read Romans 2:18-24. 
What does Paul say or imply about a 

believer who fails to practice biblical wis-
dom?
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

How would you fill in the blanks of 
this sentence?

I know that a Christian should 
____________________________, but too 
often I am tempted to ________________.

Example: I know that a Christian 
should be honest, but too often I am 
tempted to slant the truth. 

It is important for all Christians to 
model biblical wisdom in all contexts of 
life.

I’m intolerant often, 
especially of incompetence, 

particularly my own. 
            —Liz Trotta
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