
Zechariah 8:1-8, 11-17
1 Again the word of the Lord of hosts 

came to me, saying,
2 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; I was 

jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and 
I was jealous for her with great fury.

3 Thus saith the Lord; I am returned 
unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of 
Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called 
a city of truth; and the mountain of the 
Lord of hosts the holy mountain.

4 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; There 
shall yet old men and old women dwell 
in the streets of Jerusalem, and every 
man with his staff in his hand for very 
age.

5 And the streets of the city shall 
be full of boys and girls playing in the 
streets thereof.

6 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; If it be 
marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of 
this people in these days, should it also 
be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the 
Lord of hosts.

7 Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Be-
hold, I will save my people from the east 
country, and from the west country;

8 And I will bring them, and they shall 
dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they 
shall be my people, and I will be their 
God, in truth and in righteousness.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
11 But now I will not be unto the resi-

due of this people as in the former days, 
saith the Lord of hosts.

12 For the seed shall be prosperous; 
the vine shall give her fruit, and the 
ground shall give her increase, and the 
heavens shall give their dew; and I will 
cause the remnant of this people to pos-
sess all these things.

13 And it shall come to pass, that as 
ye were a curse among the heathen, O 
house of Judah, and house of Israel; so 
will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: 
fear not, but let your hands be strong.

14 For thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
As I thought to punish you, when your 
fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the 
Lord of hosts, and I repented not:

15 So again have I thought in these 
days to do well unto Jerusalem and to 
the house of Judah: fear ye not.

16 These are the things that ye shall do; 
Speak ye every man the truth to his neigh-
bour; execute the judgment of truth and 
peace in your gates:

17 And let none of you imagine evil 
in your hearts against his neighbour; and 
love no false oath: for all these are things 
that I hate, saith the Lord.

Promising Peace 45

    Promising
Peace

May 10
Lesson 11 (KJV)

Devotional Reading:  Zechariah 8:18-23

Background Scripture:  Zechariah 8

 44 Is God Enough?

doesn’t feel as though God is taking 
care of her.

In Psalm 23:1 the psalmist David 
proclaimed that with the Lord as 
his shepherd, he had everything he 
needed. Did he? There were times 
when David had to escape from Saul 
under threat of death. There were 
times when his men were starving 
after battle and when his best friend 
was killed. Yet David declared that in 
his life God was enough. 

So why do so many of us feel as 
though we are lacking? Perhaps we 
need a change of perspective.

After several weeks of wrestling 
with the question Is God enough? I 
came to the conclusion that no mat-
ter what, God is enough. If my son 
never comes home, God is enough. 
If my mother never gets well, God is 
enough. If my circumstances never 
change, or even if they get worse, 
God is enough. And he is everything.

When my faith is shaking and my 
heart is breaking, I will trust in the 
Father’s love. I allow him to shepherd 
me his way. I surrender all to him. It 
is enough just to be held in his lov-
ing arms.

When have you been moved to ask, 
“Is God enough?”

May 25–31
q Monday, May 25 Genesis 28:10-17
q Tuesday, May 26 Acts 15:10-17
q Wednesday, May 27 Deuteronomy 28:1-6, 15-19
q Thursday, May 28 Matthew 2:13-15
q Friday, May 29 Hosea 11:3-6
q Saturday, May 30 Philemon 8-21
q Sun, May 31 Hosea 11:1, 2, 7-10; 12:1, 2, 6-14

In the Word continued from page 64
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I. Stability
8:1. The word of the Lord . . . came to 

occurs dozens of times in the Old Testa-
ment. Much rarer is inclusion of the de-
scription of hosts. It serves to stress God’s 
power. God is therefore both fully present 
and fully capable to accomplish whatever 
He determines to do.

2a. As if to doubly stress the Lord’s pow-
er, the prophet uses the phrase the Lord 
of hosts again. This is a favorite phrase of 
Zechariah, occurring more than 50 times 
in his book. 

2b. There is no doubt in the prophet’s 
mind that the Lord has the right to be jeal-
ous for His people. The biblical concept of 
jealousy when applied to God indicates a 
profound sense of caring and commitment.

This is even more apparent where a word 
in the original language is translated “jeal-
ousy” in one passage but “zeal” in another. 

God’s jealousy implies His right to pro-
tect His people and to be angry at those 
who would hurt them. 

3a. Zechariah’s ministry includes en-
couraging the returned exiles to finish re-
building the temple. When God declares 
His intention to dwell in the midst of Jeru-
salem, He refers specifically to the temple. 
Zion can refer to the entire city of Jerusa-
lem or to only the temple area. Both rep-
resent the entire nation. For the returned 
exiles, God’s presence signifies the restora-
tion of His favor.

3b. Though the Jews had suffered judg-
ment, Zechariah reinforces God’s inten-
tions on their behalf. God’s renaming of 
Jerusalem uses a term that evokes themes 
of loyalty and trustworthiness. Post-exilic 

Jerusalem is to have a reputation of resi-
dents who keep faith with one another. 
That trustworthiness is to be without lim-
it as the covenant between God and His 
people is fully honored.

In the New Testament, the “new Jerusa-
lem” represents the final, complete fulfill-
ment of God’s intention.

3c. The mountain to which Zechariah 
refers is the hill upon which the temple 
will be rebuilt. Ezra 6:15 indicates that 
this rebuilding project is not yet complete.

To designate the mountain of the Lord of 
hosts as the holy mountain serves to set it 
apart from normal human activity; it is to 
be reserved wholly for God’s use. 

The redesignations of both the city and 
the mountain project the idea of uncom-
promised  loyalty to God—true faithfulness.

4. A noticeable effect of God’s active pres-
ence will be the longevity of God’s people. 
Only a country enjoying peace and stability 
sees its citizens reach old age. But in the fu-
ture prophesied, no one is neglected.

5. Similarly, there will be no injustice in 
the city to threaten the safety of boys and 
girls. Referring to the oldest and youngest 
is a way of expressing the totality of the 
security and stability in God’s kingdom. 
All God’s people are to be deeply invested 
in extending His security and care toward 
one another. From the last generation to 
the next, all are to be safe from harm. This 
is a powerful promise for those who had 
experienced the violence of exile.

6. The new normal God is instituting is 
so marvellous as to seem fantastical to the 
original readers. The original word being 
translated “marvellous” is also translated 
“wonders,” referring to miracles, in Psalm 
78:11. People will undoubtedly struggle to 
believe what God promises to do. But for 
God it is no problem; the Lord of hosts has 
the power to fulfill each promise He makes.

7. The phrasing from the east . . . and from 
the west indicates a complete whole. For the 
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returned exiles, this likely recalls their fel-
low Israelites’ being taken into exile in As-
syria, as well as other migrations that seem 
permanent.

The word translated save is frequently 
used in contexts of liberation from foreign 
oppressors. This association causes prob-
lems in the first century AD for those who 
think of this connection rather than that 
of being saved from the oppression of sin.

8. The powerful themes presented thus 
far are repeated. To exist fully as God’s 
people suggests their taking His character-
istics of truth and righteous as their own. 
God’s loyalty to His people is thus to come 
full circle in their loyalty to Him. That has 
been God’s intent since the first sin. Zech-
ariah’s prophecy finds its ultimate fulfill-
ment in the church.

II. Prosperity
11. Here God moves the new normal a 

step further. This time of restoration will not 
follow any pattern expected by the residue, 
or remnant. God has a change in mind that 
vastly exceeds what their recent experience 
may predict. Thus far, they have faced the 
uphill battles of reclaiming their land, re-
building their heritage, and maintaining 
priorities while doing so. The result has been 
poor harvests and inadequate clothing.

12. This promise reads like a reversal of 
the curse God put on all the earth after 
Adam and Eve’s sinning.

The promise of good harvests goes hand 
in hand with the promise of stability in the 
land. That implies no war, no raids, and 
no political unrest to destroy the fruitful-
ness of the land.

13. God reminds His people of His 
promise to bless the nations through Abra-

Promising Peace 47

Key Verse
Again have I thought in these days 
to do well unto Jerusalem and to 
the house of Judah: fear ye not.
  —Zechariah 8:15
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Jerusalem is to have a reputation of resi-
dents who keep faith with one another. 
That trustworthiness is to be without lim-
it as the covenant between God and His 
people is fully honored.

In the New Testament, the “new Jerusa-
lem” represents the final, complete fulfill-
ment of God’s intention.

3c. The mountain to which Zechariah 
refers is the hill upon which the temple 
will be rebuilt. Ezra 6:15 indicates that 
this rebuilding project is not yet complete.

To designate the mountain of the Lord of 
hosts as the holy mountain serves to set it 
apart from normal human activity; it is to 
be reserved wholly for God’s use. 

The redesignations of both the city and 
the mountain project the idea of uncom-
promised  loyalty to God—true faithfulness.

4. A noticeable effect of God’s active pres-
ence will be the longevity of God’s people. 
Only a country enjoying peace and stability 
sees its citizens reach old age. But in the fu-
ture prophesied, no one is neglected.

5. Similarly, there will be no injustice in 
the city to threaten the safety of boys and 
girls. Referring to the oldest and youngest 
is a way of expressing the totality of the 
security and stability in God’s kingdom. 
All God’s people are to be deeply invested 
in extending His security and care toward 
one another. From the last generation to 
the next, all are to be safe from harm. This 
is a powerful promise for those who had 
experienced the violence of exile.

6. The new normal God is instituting is 
so marvellous as to seem fantastical to the 
original readers. The original word being 
translated “marvellous” is also translated 
“wonders,” referring to miracles, in Psalm 
78:11. People will undoubtedly struggle to 
believe what God promises to do. But for 
God it is no problem; the Lord of hosts has 
the power to fulfill each promise He makes.

7. The phrasing from the east . . . and from 
the west indicates a complete whole. For the 
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returned exiles, this likely recalls their fel-
low Israelites’ being taken into exile in As-
syria, as well as other migrations that seem 
permanent.

The word translated save is frequently 
used in contexts of liberation from foreign 
oppressors. This association causes prob-
lems in the first century AD for those who 
think of this connection rather than that 
of being saved from the oppression of sin.

8. The powerful themes presented thus 
far are repeated. To exist fully as God’s 
people suggests their taking His character-
istics of truth and righteous as their own. 
God’s loyalty to His people is thus to come 
full circle in their loyalty to Him. That has 
been God’s intent since the first sin. Zech-
ariah’s prophecy finds its ultimate fulfill-
ment in the church.

II. Prosperity
11. Here God moves the new normal a 

step further. This time of restoration will not 
follow any pattern expected by the residue, 
or remnant. God has a change in mind that 
vastly exceeds what their recent experience 
may predict. Thus far, they have faced the 
uphill battles of reclaiming their land, re-
building their heritage, and maintaining 
priorities while doing so. The result has been 
poor harvests and inadequate clothing.

12. This promise reads like a reversal of 
the curse God put on all the earth after 
Adam and Eve’s sinning.

The promise of good harvests goes hand 
in hand with the promise of stability in the 
land. That implies no war, no raids, and 
no political unrest to destroy the fruitful-
ness of the land.

13. God reminds His people of His 
promise to bless the nations through Abra-

ham. They had been a curse in that while 
claiming to belong to God, they were dis-
loyal and followed every kind of wrong be-
havior.

Instead of drawing the nations toward 
God, pre-exilic Judah behavior ridiculed 
Him. But now God’s people will prove His 
love and His power in this new normal of 
living in God’s presence. God promises 
restoration without fear of reprisal.

Hands is frequently a symbolic reference 
of strength and ability in the Old Testa-
ment. To strengthen one’s hands is to re-
new one’s power and motivation to act. 
This results in a person being encouraged 
and empowered to act confidently in the 
service of God.

14. God reiterates the old pattern of 
relationship that characterized Israel and 
Judah before their exiles. Repented not 
emphasizes that God did not give them 
“comfort.”

15. Passages such as Jeremiah 4:27, 28 
reveal God’s former resolute intention to 
punish the people of the covenant. The 
verse before us now reveals God’s resolute 
intent to do the polar opposite.

16, 17. God’s people must reflect His 
character in their relationships. These two 
concepts, judgment and peace, go hand in 
hand and should define the lives of God’s 
people.

The word gates refers to a city’s entrance 
where legal issues were settled. To practice 
justice there is to set the proper example for 
everyone watching to do so as well. There 
will be no bribes, no partiality shown to 
anyone. For God to state what He hates 
establishes boundaries of human behavior. 
This is reminiscent of other blessing/curse 
and love/hate declarations.

Promising Peace 47

Thought to Remember
Only God offers true restoration and peace.
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Jeremiah 21:8-14
8 And unto this people thou shalt say, 

Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I set be-
fore you the way of life, and the way of 
death.

9 He that abideth in this city shall die 
by the sword, and by the famine, and by 
the pestilence: but he that goeth out, and 
falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege you, 
he shall live, and his life shall be unto 
him for a prey.

10 For I have set my face against this 
city for evil, and not for good, saith the 
Lord: it shall be given into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, and he shall burn 
it with fire.

11 And touching the house of the king 
of Judah, say, Hear ye the word of the 
Lord;

12 O house of David, thus saith the 
Lord; Execute judgment in the morn-

Practice Justice 49

    Practice
Justice
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Involvement Learning
      Promising Peace

Into the Lesson

How would you complete the above 
sentences?

If you’re interested in hearing what 
God has to say about the concept of 
peace, today’s study is for you!

Into the Word
Read Zechariah 8:1-8, 11-17. Each 

statement is an explanation or paraphrase 
of a different verse or two in today’s text.

v. ___ God’s desire to restore shouldn’t 
be a surprise.

v. ___ God is jealous for what is (or 
should be) already His.

v. ___ Agricultural efforts will flourish 
once again.

v. ___ God will once again be present in 
Jerusalem.

v. ___ Certain traits must characterize 
God’s people.

v. ___ God’s people won’t worry about 
the scorn of nations.

v. ___ God will protect Jerusalem from 
potential enemies.

v. ___ Jerusalem will be a place of peace 
for all generations.

v. ___ God will not continue to express 
anger as before.

Into Life
Which of the text’s principles brings 

you the greatest assurance and which of-
fers the greatest challenge? 
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Having considered your greatest as-
surance and greatest challenge from the 
text, write a couplet that dedicates your 
life to embracing God’s “new normal.”
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

I feel most at peace when . . .
My greatest hope for peace is . . .
The best way to get peace is . . .
Peace seems most out of reach  

when . . .
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