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Into Life
Read the following scenarios. How 

would you respond to them? 

Your supervisor uses unethical business 
practices that put you in compromising 

situations.
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

An acquaintance asks you to go to a 
rally to support a cause that violates your 

beliefs. 
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Someone you care about is being unfairly  
attacked on social media.

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Write a prayer of repentance about a 
time when you could have opposed an 
injustice but failed to do so. 

If only I had . . .
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Isaiah 61:8-11
8 For I the Lord love judgment, I hate 

robbery for burnt offering; and I will di-
rect their work in truth, and I will make 
an everlasting covenant with them.

9 And their seed shall be known 
among the Gentiles, and their offspring 
among the people: all that see them shall 
acknowledge them, that they are the seed 
which the Lord hath blessed.

10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my soul shall be joyful in my God; for 
he hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decketh himself with ornaments, and as 
a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.

11 For as the earth bringeth forth her 
bud, and as the garden causeth the things 
that are sown in it to spring forth; so the 
Lord God will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring forth before all the na-
tions.

Isaiah 62:2-4a
2 And the Gentiles shall see thy righ-

teousness, and all kings thy glory: and 
thou shalt be called by a new name, 
which the mouth of the Lord shall 
name.

3 Thou shalt also be a crown of glory 
in the hand of the Lord, and a royal dia-
dem in the hand of thy God.

4a Thou shalt no more be termed For-
saken; neither shall thy land any more be 
termed Desolate.
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I. The Priestly Nation
61:8a. Isaiah 61:8 identifies the third 

speaker as the Lord. The conjunction for 
links to the previous verses and explains 
what it means for God’s people to be a na-
tion of priests.

First, the priestly people have moral re-
quirements that stem from the very char-
acter of God. One of these is to practice 
judgment, or justice. This imperative stems 
from God’s just character.

8b. Contrasted with the judgment that 
the Lord loves is robbery that He hates, 
along with all types of wrongdoing.

Hebrew was originally written in conso-
nants only. This gives translators problems 
because words with identical consonants 
can change meaning with different vowels. 
That is the case here with the phrase burnt 
offering; with different vowels it can also 
be translated “iniquity.” And there’s always 
the possibility that the writer intends a 
double meaning—a play on words.

Isaiah may be casting the spotlight on 
the practice of fulfilling requirements of 
sacrifices only ritually. God makes clear 
that acts of worship from those who do 
not follow Him wholeheartedly are re-
pulsive. The Lord intends to bring about 
dramatic changes in His people; His righ-
teous standards do not vary.

8c. In truth refers to God’s character and 
the certainty of His direction or reward-
ing, the people’s actions, or both.

8d. The Lord is giving His assurance 
that He will not forget His people in their 
exile. He will keep His promise to them. 
At the same time, however, those to re-

turn from exile likely prefigure the new- 
covenant people of God.

The Hebrew word translated everlast-
ing can refer to an indefinite period of 
time that has no discernible end. In the 
verse before us, it refers to a truly eternal 
covenant.

Centuries later, the New Testament 
writers will confirm the fact of the Lord’s 
preservation of Israel for the inauguration 
of a permanent new covenant through the 
Messiah. The salvation brought about by 
the one-time sacrifice of Jesus produces a 
covenant that is absolutely everlasting.

9. One of the most easily observable char-
acteristics of Hebrew poetry is parallelism. 
This involves using, in adjacent lines, words 
having either similar or opposite meanings. 
These phrases can explain each other or of-
fer a contrast. Repetition through the use 
of parallel terms emphasizes whatever truth 
the writer is trying to convey.

The verse at hand offers an example: their 
seed parallels their offspring, and the Gentiles 
parallels the people. The repetitions found in 
these parallel phrases highlight one aspect 
of the dramatic transformation to come 
regarding the ancient Israelites’ reputation. 
In their future captivity, the Israelites will 
be derided by foreigners; God’s covenant 
people will become a “reproach” to other 
nations.

Isaiah predicts a time when that reputa-
tion is to change. The release from captiv-
ity and subsequent events will result in the 
descendants of Isaiah’s current audience be-
ing known as the seed which the Lord hath 
blessed.

10a. The speaker here is Zion. The partial 
verse before us and the two that follow each 
feature a poetic pair in the mold of Hebrew 
parallelism. The parallel here is easy to see:
 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
 	 	 
 my soul  shall be joyful in my God.

10b. The second poetic pairing states 
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the cause of Zion’s rejoicing. There is one 
cause mentioned here, not two. That’s a 
key to interpreting Hebrew parallelism 
properly. The phrases clothed me and cov-
ered me point to one action by God, ex-
pressed twice with different words. Like-
wise, the garments of salvation equate to the 
robe of righteousness. These are figurative 
descriptions of a person fully clothed by 
God so as to be acceptable in His sight.

The parallelism further shows that salva-
tion and righteousness are closely related. 
The Lord credits His own righteousness to 
the sinner to make salvation possible. 

10c. The third pair uses a comparison to 
describe the clothing. The garments given 
by the Lord are as magnificent as the finest 
accessories worn by a bride and groom. 

The analogy involving a bridegroom 
and a bride brings to mind the relationship 
between Jesus and His church (Ephesians 
5:22-33). While recognizing that the lan-
guage of the verse before us is spoken by 
Zion, we also note that the blessings de-
scribed are blessings Jesus shares with His 
followers. 

11. This verse features two pairs. The 
first pair introduces the main thought by 
an analogy. Righteousness and praise will 
grow out of all the nations just like plants 
grow in the earth and in the garden. God 
causes all things to grow—not just flowers 
or trees but also right living and worship.

The Lord God’s grace shown to Israel 
will in turn cause all the nations to bloom 
with the same righteousness and subsequent 
praise. The righteousness that Zion displays 
will have an effect on the nations as well. 
They too will know the Lord. The theme of 
people from among the nations coming to 
the Lord is highlighted throughout Isaiah. 
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turn from exile likely prefigure the new- 
covenant people of God.

The Hebrew word translated everlast-
ing can refer to an indefinite period of 
time that has no discernible end. In the 
verse before us, it refers to a truly eternal 
covenant.

Centuries later, the New Testament 
writers will confirm the fact of the Lord’s 
preservation of Israel for the inauguration 
of a permanent new covenant through the 
Messiah. The salvation brought about by 
the one-time sacrifice of Jesus produces a 
covenant that is absolutely everlasting.

9. One of the most easily observable char-
acteristics of Hebrew poetry is parallelism. 
This involves using, in adjacent lines, words 
having either similar or opposite meanings. 
These phrases can explain each other or of-
fer a contrast. Repetition through the use 
of parallel terms emphasizes whatever truth 
the writer is trying to convey.

The verse at hand offers an example: their 
seed parallels their offspring, and the Gentiles 
parallels the people. The repetitions found in 
these parallel phrases highlight one aspect 
of the dramatic transformation to come 
regarding the ancient Israelites’ reputation. 
In their future captivity, the Israelites will 
be derided by foreigners; God’s covenant 
people will become a “reproach” to other 
nations.

Isaiah predicts a time when that reputa-
tion is to change. The release from captiv-
ity and subsequent events will result in the 
descendants of Isaiah’s current audience be-
ing known as the seed which the Lord hath 
blessed.

10a. The speaker here is Zion. The partial 
verse before us and the two that follow each 
feature a poetic pair in the mold of Hebrew 
parallelism. The parallel here is easy to see:
 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
 	 	 
 my soul  shall be joyful in my God.

10b. The second poetic pairing states 
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the cause of Zion’s rejoicing. There is one 
cause mentioned here, not two. That’s a 
key to interpreting Hebrew parallelism 
properly. The phrases clothed me and cov-
ered me point to one action by God, ex-
pressed twice with different words. Like-
wise, the garments of salvation equate to the 
robe of righteousness. These are figurative 
descriptions of a person fully clothed by 
God so as to be acceptable in His sight.

The parallelism further shows that salva-
tion and righteousness are closely related. 
The Lord credits His own righteousness to 
the sinner to make salvation possible. 

10c. The third pair uses a comparison to 
describe the clothing. The garments given 
by the Lord are as magnificent as the finest 
accessories worn by a bride and groom. 

The analogy involving a bridegroom 
and a bride brings to mind the relationship 
between Jesus and His church (Ephesians 
5:22-33). While recognizing that the lan-
guage of the verse before us is spoken by 
Zion, we also note that the blessings de-
scribed are blessings Jesus shares with His 
followers. 

11. This verse features two pairs. The 
first pair introduces the main thought by 
an analogy. Righteousness and praise will 
grow out of all the nations just like plants 
grow in the earth and in the garden. God 
causes all things to grow—not just flowers 
or trees but also right living and worship.

The Lord God’s grace shown to Israel 
will in turn cause all the nations to bloom 
with the same righteousness and subsequent 
praise. The righteousness that Zion displays 
will have an effect on the nations as well. 
They too will know the Lord. The theme of 
people from among the nations coming to 
the Lord is highlighted throughout Isaiah. 

Their praise is an intended consequence of 
God’s faithfulness to Israel.

II. The Righteous Nation
62:2a. The Gentiles in the first line cor-

responds to all kings in the second. Kings 
represent the other nations because of their 
leadership roles. The word thy refers to 
Zion, also called Jerusalem (Isaiah 62:1).

Righteousness most often refers to moral 
integrity in doing what God declares right. 
Parallel to righteousness in the first line is 
glory in the second. Beyond simple restate-
ment, the glory seen by the kings describes 
the magnitude of the righteousness of 
Zion. The people of Zion will live lives 
so markedly distinct from sin that the na-
tions will take notice.

2b. Renaming in the Bible communi-
cates some new characteristic of the one 
renamed. The new name is prophetic, ei-
ther in condemnation or commendation. 

3. A crown is often made of gold and 
worn by a king; diadem occurs parallel to 
the crown. They both signify the glory of 
the Lord and His royalty. Zion is the crown 
or diadem in the Lord’s hand. To be in the 
hand of the Lord is to be under His control.

4a. The Hebrew word translated For-
saken is used over 20 times by Isaiah. Is-
rael forsook the Lord (Isaiah 1:4, 28). Be-
cause of this, the land was to be forsaken 
(32:14). From all appearances, the people 
will seem to be forsaken in the Babylonian 
captivity to come. Once they yield to be-
come the righteous crown in God’s hand, 
they will know they are not forsaken.

The word translated Desolate predicts the 
destruction of the land of Israel. Here alone 
is desolation set in a positive light, because 
it will be permanently ended.
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blesses ourselves and others.
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Involvement Learning
      A Justice-Loving God

Into the Lesson

There are things in life that people ei-
ther love or hate. If you personally feel 
strongly about anything on the list, mark 
that item with either an L or an H.

Most of our preferences are mor-
ally neutral. They are neither right nor 
wrong, but are simply matters of taste. 
Today we’ll explore whether the same is 
true of God.

Into the Word
Read Isaiah 61:8. What is the signifi-

cance of the word everlasting?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Read the following passages. Decide 
whether the idea is of something truly 
eternal (lasting throughout eternity) or is 
of something that lasts for an indefinite 
period of time, with no end in sight. 
Genesis 9:15, 16  ______________________
____________________________________

Genesis 17:8 ___________________________
____________________________________

Genesis 21:33 _________________________
____________________________________

Galatians 6:8 __________________________
____________________________________

Isaiah 61:8 ____________________________
____________________________________

Parallelism in Isaiah 61:9-11 and 62:2-4a
Parallelism is a feature of Hebrew po-

etry. Write out the assigned segments in 
such a way that the parallelisms are read-
ily apparent.

61:9 ___________________________________
________________________________________
61:10a  ________________________________
________________________________________
61:10b ________________________________
________________________________________
61:10c  ________________________________
________________________________________
61:11 __________________________________
________________________________________
62:2 ___________________________________
________________________________________
62:3 ___________________________________
________________________________________
62:4a  _________________________________
________________________________________

Why is it important to recognize paral-
lelism where it exists?  _______________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

Into Life
When have you acted as an opponent 

of justice? 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

Zephaniah 3:14-20
14 Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, 

O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the 
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.

15 The Lord hath taken away thy 
judgments, he hath cast out thine en-
emy: the king of Israel, even the Lord, 
is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see 
evil any more.

16 In that day it shall be said to Jerusa-
lem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not 
thine hands be slack.
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__  engaging in small talk
__  exercising
__  cooking
__  playing board games
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