
 26 April 5

Into the Word
Read the following texts and summa-

rize the text in the form of a brief career 
post or bio. Describe the servant’s quali-
fications, his task, or the sponsor that 
backs him, according to the printed text.

Qualifications (Isaiah 42:1-4)
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Task Description (Isaiah 42:5-7)
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Sponsor (Isaiah 42:8, 9)
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Into Life
Sing one or more of the following 

hymns or songs that are based on Isa-
iah 42:1-9: “Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” 
“Behold My Servant! See Him Rise!” 
“Mighty Yet Meek,” “Hark! The Distant 
Isles Proclaim,” “Take My Hand, Fa-
ther,” and “Open the Eyes of My Heart.” 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 
12-14, 20-23, 42-45

1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto 
you the gospel which I preached unto 
you, which also ye have received, and 
wherein ye stand;

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep 
in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain.

3 For I delivered unto you first of 
all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures;

4 And that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures:

5 And that he was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve:

6 After that, he was seen of above five 
hundred brethren at once; of whom the 
greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep.

7 After that, he was seen of James; 
then of all the apostles.

8 And last of all he was seen of me 
also, as of one born out of due time.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

12 Now if Christ be preached that he 
rose from the dead, how say some among 
you that there is no resurrection of the 
dead?

13 But if there be no resurrection of 
the dead, then is Christ not risen:

14 And if Christ be not risen, then is 
our preaching vain, and your faith is also 
vain.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

20 But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the firstfruits of them 
that slept.

21 For since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of the 
dead.

22 For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.

23 But every man in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that 
are Christ’s at his coming.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

42 So also is the resurrection of the 
dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised 
in incorruption:

43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in 
glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power:

44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised 
a spiritual body. There is a natural body, 
and there is a spiritual body.

45 And so it is written, The first man 
Adam was made a living soul; the last 
Adam was made a quickening spirit.
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I. Key to Preaching
15:1. Paul reminds the Corinthians that 

what he taught in the past is still valid. 
Paul can say that the Corinthians stand on 
his preaching. They continue to believe 
the gospel.

2. It is the continuing acceptance of 
Paul’s gospel that gives the Corinthians 
assurance that they are saved from eternal 
punishment.

3a. Paul presents himself as a conduit of 
his message; he is neither its originator nor 
its final recipient. He received it from the 
Lord himself. 

3b. From His birth to His death, Jesus’ 
life provides the ultimate example of God’s 
love and the ideal human reaction to that 
love. For Paul, the very core preaching 
of the gospel requires three things: Jesus’ 
death, burial, and resurrection.

Jesus’ death was the execution of an inno-
cent man. Jesus’ death is unique because He 
died for our sins (John 1:29; 1 Peter 2:24). 
His death served as a propitiation, which 
means “something that turns away wrath” 
(see Romans 3:25; 1 John 2:2; 4:10).

All this took place according to the scrip-
tures. God planned the events before they 
happened. The Old Testament Scriptures 
bear witness to this preordained design.

4a. Paul insists that proclamation of the 
gospel must include the fact that Jesus was 
buried. Mary Magdalene and other wom-
en, not to mention Peter and other apos-
tles, went to Jesus’ tomb fully expecting to 
find a corpse. The angelic report that the 
tomb was empty and Jesus was alive was 
soon backed up by personal experience.

4b. Jesus’ lifeless body lay in the tomb. 
Then He rose from the dead, brought back 
to life by the Father (1 Corinthians 6:14; 
15:15), on the third day. 

5a. One of the first witnesses of the risen 
Christ was Mary Magdalene. But Paul be-
gins his list with Cephas, the apostle Simon 
Peter. Peter boldly proclaimed the resurrec-
tion of Christ. Peter might have visited the 
Corinthian church, giving him special in-
fluence there. For the believers in Corinth, 
Peter’s witness holds great weight.

5b, 6. As the number of witnesses ex-
pands from a few to a group of above five 
hundred, we see exponential expansion. 

We have no other information on the 
appearance of Christ to the crowd of more 
than 500. But Paul’s statement that some 
of these are fallen asleep suggests that he 
knew some of these folks.

We should also take care to note the 
importance of the word brethren. With 
one exception, there is no record of Jesus 
appearing to anyone other than believ-
ers. The exception is Paul, when he was 
known as Saul.

7. James is one of Jesus’ half brothers 
(Mark 6:3). Jesus’ brothers did not believe 
in Him before His death (John 7:5), but 
they did afterward (Acts 1:14). The men-
tion of James helps us understand why Paul 
writes here then of all the apostles when “the 
twelve [apostles]” have already been noted 
two verses prior. More individuals in the 
New Testament have the designation “apos-
tle” than just the 12. James, the Lord’s half 
brother, is one of them.

8. Paul did not see the risen Jesus dur-
ing the 40-day period between the resur-
rection and the ascension. Paul’s personal 
encounter with the risen Lord came later, 
while he was a persecutor of Christians.

Paul’s status is the same as that of Peter 
or James. Yet he acknowledges that he came 
to this position based solely on an untimely 
and unexpected event. For Paul to be visited 
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by the risen Christ (seen of me also) was not 
in keeping with any predictable pattern, but 
out of the mercy and plan of the Lord.

II. Key to Faith
12. Paul has now emphasized both the 

centrality of Jesus’ resurrection and the 
credible evidence for it. 

There are some in the Corinthian 
church who want to deny the possibility 
of resurrection while still maintaining that 
Christ had risen from the dead. Paul pro-
ceeds to rebut this illogical position. 

13, 14. Denying all resurrection logically 
denies Jesus’ own resurrection. If we affirm 
His resurrection but deny the possibility of 
bodily resurrection for all people, then we 
are negating Jesus’ humanity. Such a denial 
nullifies the sacrificial power of Jesus’ death 
that gives us new life. That would mean 
that we are still liable to the penalty for our 
sins (1  Corinthians 15:18). Without the 
possibility of resurrection from the dead, 
the entire Christian message collapses; the 
Christian life becomes an exercise in futility.

III. Key to Hope
20. Paul pivots to some specific implica-

tions of Christ’s resurrection. The agricul-
tural metaphor of firstfruits invokes the idea 
of the choice parts at the outset of a harvest. 
It is the opposite of leftovers. There is no 
harvest produce that comes earlier than the 
firstfruits. This is true of the resurrection of 
Christ. His is only the first resurrection of 
many to come.

21, 22a. Genesis identifies Adam as the 
first human being. He disobeyed God. 
The inevitable result of this sin was death. 
Adam is thus the prototype of a sinner un-
der the curse of death. 
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Key Verses
If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most mis-
erable. But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the firstfruits 
of them that slept.

—1 Corinthians 15:19, 20

3629220-KJV Bible Student-Body.indd   28 8/14/19   4:18 PM



4b. Jesus’ lifeless body lay in the tomb. 
Then He rose from the dead, brought back 
to life by the Father (1 Corinthians 6:14; 
15:15), on the third day. 

5a. One of the first witnesses of the risen 
Christ was Mary Magdalene. But Paul be-
gins his list with Cephas, the apostle Simon 
Peter. Peter boldly proclaimed the resurrec-
tion of Christ. Peter might have visited the 
Corinthian church, giving him special in-
fluence there. For the believers in Corinth, 
Peter’s witness holds great weight.

5b, 6. As the number of witnesses ex-
pands from a few to a group of above five 
hundred, we see exponential expansion. 

We have no other information on the 
appearance of Christ to the crowd of more 
than 500. But Paul’s statement that some 
of these are fallen asleep suggests that he 
knew some of these folks.

We should also take care to note the 
importance of the word brethren. With 
one exception, there is no record of Jesus 
appearing to anyone other than believ-
ers. The exception is Paul, when he was 
known as Saul.

7. James is one of Jesus’ half brothers 
(Mark 6:3). Jesus’ brothers did not believe 
in Him before His death (John 7:5), but 
they did afterward (Acts 1:14). The men-
tion of James helps us understand why Paul 
writes here then of all the apostles when “the 
twelve [apostles]” have already been noted 
two verses prior. More individuals in the 
New Testament have the designation “apos-
tle” than just the 12. James, the Lord’s half 
brother, is one of them.

8. Paul did not see the risen Jesus dur-
ing the 40-day period between the resur-
rection and the ascension. Paul’s personal 
encounter with the risen Lord came later, 
while he was a persecutor of Christians.

Paul’s status is the same as that of Peter 
or James. Yet he acknowledges that he came 
to this position based solely on an untimely 
and unexpected event. For Paul to be visited 

 28 April 12

by the risen Christ (seen of me also) was not 
in keeping with any predictable pattern, but 
out of the mercy and plan of the Lord.

II. Key to Faith
12. Paul has now emphasized both the 

centrality of Jesus’ resurrection and the 
credible evidence for it. 

There are some in the Corinthian 
church who want to deny the possibility 
of resurrection while still maintaining that 
Christ had risen from the dead. Paul pro-
ceeds to rebut this illogical position. 

13, 14. Denying all resurrection logically 
denies Jesus’ own resurrection. If we affirm 
His resurrection but deny the possibility of 
bodily resurrection for all people, then we 
are negating Jesus’ humanity. Such a denial 
nullifies the sacrificial power of Jesus’ death 
that gives us new life. That would mean 
that we are still liable to the penalty for our 
sins (1  Corinthians 15:18). Without the 
possibility of resurrection from the dead, 
the entire Christian message collapses; the 
Christian life becomes an exercise in futility.

III. Key to Hope
20. Paul pivots to some specific implica-

tions of Christ’s resurrection. The agricul-
tural metaphor of firstfruits invokes the idea 
of the choice parts at the outset of a harvest. 
It is the opposite of leftovers. There is no 
harvest produce that comes earlier than the 
firstfruits. This is true of the resurrection of 
Christ. His is only the first resurrection of 
many to come.

21, 22a. Genesis identifies Adam as the 
first human being. He disobeyed God. 
The inevitable result of this sin was death. 
Adam is thus the prototype of a sinner un-
der the curse of death. 

22b. The new prototype is Christ (Ro-
mans 5:14-19). Christ has overcome the 
power of death through His resurrection. 
This has two implications. First, there is an 
order to the resurrection of humankind.

23. Second, the resurrection of Christ 
is not the end of God’s display of resur-
recting power. We will follow in due time 
according to God’s plan. Paul ties this fact 
to the second coming of Christ.

42, 43. Paul later deals with questions 
concerning the nature of the resurrection 
body we will enjoy. His premise is that all 
bodies have their own unique characteris-
tics. God has determined what our resur-
rection bodies will be like.

Paul characterizes our current bodies as 
corrupt, dishonorable, and weak. By con-
trast, our new bodies will be incorruptible, 
glorious, and power ful.

44. Our current bodies are natural. But 
our new bodies will be spiritual. We under-
stand this incompletely, but Paul is likely 
aware of the appearance of the resurrected 
Jesus to His disciples in a room with locked 
doors. He had a recognizable body, one 
that even carried the scars of crucifixion on 
His hands, feet, and side. We will recognize 
each other after our resurrections too.

45. Paul reminds us that Adam’s body 
was lifeless until God breathed life into it 
(Genesis 2:7). Only then did Adam become 
a living soul.

Our dead bodies will receive life again, 
given by the last Adam, who is Christ. 
Christ participates as a quickening spirit in 
our bodies’ return to life from death. Christ 
is the one who has the power to recreate and 
restore life to our bodies. The new body in 
and of itself is not enough, even if it is in-
corruptible, glorious, and powerful.

A Resurrected Savior 29

Thought to Remember
Christ’s resurrection gives us the certain hope 

for life after death.
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 30 April 12

Involvement Learning
      A Resurrected Savior

Into the Lesson
The resurrection is the foundation 

for our faith. Without that foundation, 
Christianity would—and should— 
collapse. Today’s lesson explains why.

Into the Word
Consider the following questions and  

answer accordingly.

Necessary Death
1–In what ways was/is the death of 

Jesus a necessary part of the Christian 
faith?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

2–What would Christianity be like if 
Jesus had not died? 
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

3–Which specific Scriptures of today’s 
lesson text support your answers?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Necessary Burial
1–What role does the burial of Jesus 

play in establishing the foundation of 
Christianity?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

2–How would the credibility of Christi-
anity be different if Jesus had not been 
buried?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

3–Which specific Scriptures of today’s 
lesson text support your answers? 
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Necessary Resurrection
1–In what ways is the resurrection of 

Jesus necessary to the Christian faith?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

2–What would Christianity be like if 
Jesus had not risen from the dead?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

3–Which specific Scriptures of today’s 
lesson text support your answers?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Into Life

Challenge: Read 1 Corinthians 15 daily 
in the week ahead and make notes of re-
newed commitment to Christ based on 
that text.

Esther 7:1-10
1 So the king and Haman came to 

banquet with Esther the queen.
2 And the king said again unto Es-

ther on the second day at the banquet of 
wine, What is thy petition, queen Es-
ther? and it shall be granted thee: 
and what is thy request? and it 
shall be performed, even to 
the half of the kingdom.

3 Then Esther the queen 
answered and said, If I have 
found favour in thy sight, 
O king, and if it please the 
king, let my life be given 
me at my petition, and my 
people at my request:

4 For we are sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be 
slain, and to perish. But if we had been 
sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I 
had held my tongue, although the enemy 
could not countervail the king’s damage.

5 Then the king Ahasuerus answered 
and said unto Esther the queen, Who is 
he, and where is he, that durst presume 
in his heart to do so?

6 And Esther said, The adversary and 
enemy is this wicked Haman. Then Ha-
man was afraid before the king and the 
queen.

An Executed Scoundrel 31

    An Executed
Scoundrel

Devotional Reading:  Luke 19:11-26

Background Scripture:  Esther 3, 5, 7
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