
God’s Judgment (Malachi 2:3, 9; 3:5, 6).
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Conclude the trial by having the judge 
declare either a verdict of (1) not guilty, (2) 
guilty of simple negligence, or (3) guilty of 
intentional malfeasance.

Into Life
Read 1 Peter 2:4-12 regarding what it 

means for every Christian to be a priest. 

What is the nature of the spiritual 
sacrifices (v. 5) that we are to offer?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

What commitment can I make to 
improve?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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Isaiah 42:1-9
1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold; 

mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; 
I have put my spirit upon him: he shall 
bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.

2 He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor 
cause his voice to be heard in the street.

3 A bruised reed shall he not break, and 
the smoking flax shall he not quench: he 
shall bring forth judgment unto truth.

4 He shall not fail nor be discouraged, 
till he have set judgment in the earth: 
and the isles shall wait for his law.

5 Thus saith God the Lord, he that 
created the heavens, and stretched them 
out; he that spread forth the earth, and 
that which cometh out of it; he that 
giveth breath unto the people upon it, 
and spirit to them that walk therein:

6 I the Lord have called thee in righ-
teousness, and will hold thine hand, 
and will keep thee, and give thee for a 
covenant of the people, for a light of the 
Gentiles;

7 To open the blind eyes, to bring out 
the prisoners from the prison, and them 
that sit in darkness out of the prison 
house.

8 I am the Lord: that is my name: and 
my glory will I not give to another, nei-
ther my praise to graven images.

9 Behold, the former things are come 
to pass, and new things do I declare: be-
fore they spring forth I tell you of them.
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    A Just
Servant

April 5
Lesson 6 (KJV)

Devotional Reading:  Psalm 98

Background Scripture:  Isaiah 42
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I. Presentation
42:1a. The servant introduced here bears 

some similarities to the anointed shepherd 
Cyrus and servant Israel in having God’s ap-
proval. Matthew 12:18-21 establishes this 
to be Jesus. God both supports and delights 
in Him. This suggests the servant will be 
obedient and godly in a way like no other.

1b. Members of ancient Israel did not 
experience the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit as Christians do today. Jesus’ bap-
tism clearly points back to this verse. On 
that occasion the Spirit will descend on 
Him as the Father expresses His pleasure 
with His Son (Luke 3:21, 22).

1c. The judgment that the servant shall 
bring forth includes the salvation of God. 
Isaiah’s prophecy includes the Gentiles in 
this plan. Although Israel often found itself 
being enemies with surrounding nations, 
God’s plan ultimately is to make one people 
of many.

2. This servant won’t even cry, nor lift up 
. . . his voice, or shout in the street. 

The crowds at Jesus’ triumphal en-
try will shout, “Blessed be the King that 
cometh in the name of the Lord” (Luke 
19:38). Jesus never says a word. He will 
not speak up even to defend himself 
against false accusations.

As in ancient times, many people are at-
tracted to leaders who draw attention to 
themselves, boasting of their abilities and 
accomplishments. Christians do well to 
remember that Jesus didn’t boast.

3a. Instead of using his power to crush 
the mighty, the servant will be so gentle that 
he won’t even break off a bruised reed that is 

bent over. With gentleness, the servant will 
support the weak and mend the broken.

3b. We are told again that the servant’s 
mission is tied to judgment. This is most 
fitting for a king from David’s line. But 
now the qualifier unto truth is added. Jesus 
will prove himself to be the very embodi-
ment of truth (2 Timothy 2:13).

4a. Although surrounded by many 
chances to depart from God’s chosen path, 
the servant will faithfully and obediently 
remain true to God’s mission.

4b. The servant won’t merely preach 
justice as a desirable goal; he will enact it. 
Although the servant will be exceedingly 
gentle, he will not be weak. Establishing 
justice—God’s divine order—in the earth is 
a huge task requiring unimaginable power. 

The people in Malachi’s day will ask, 
“Where is the God of judgment?” (Mala-
chi 2:17). Malachi’s prophetic response is 
fulfilled in John the Baptist, who prepares 
the way for the Messiah. The Messiah in 
turn inaugurates justice (Luke 1:46-55).

4c. Isles is likely Isaiah’s way of referring 
to distant places on the earth. The entire 
world is to have an opportunity to wait 
for and depend on the servant’s law, or 
instruction. 

II. Commission
5. The Lord is not merely Israel’s God 

but is the Creator of all things (Genesis 
1:1, 9). God rightly claims authority not 
just over the land and people of Israel but 
over all nations (Psalm 82:8; etc.). He is 
the one who gives breath and spirit to peo-
ple (Genesis 2:7). 

6a. Now the Lord addresses and commis-
sions His servant. God has called the servant 
according to His own nature—His righ-
teousness. The servant doesn’t have to fulfill 
the mission by himself; God will hold him 
tightly by the hand and won’t let go. The 
servant will do the Lord’s work in God’s 
power according to God’s will.
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6b. The servant will initiate a covenant. 
The Messiah is to fulfill the Davidic cove-
nant and establish a new covenant through 
personal sacrificial death. This covenant is 
without end.

The people refers to those who have al-
ready received God’s revelation—the Israel-
ites. Their role is meant to draw other na-
tions to the Lord. The scope of the servant’s 
ministry reflects this concern as he also be-
comes a light on behalf of the Gentiles.

7. The light-imparting ministry of the 
servant will indeed be welcomed by them 
that sit in darkness. Light would come 
through freedom. Blind eyes, whether 
physical or spiritual in nature, are to be 
opened by the servant as a sign of his iden-
tity and call.

Isaiah is looking about 150 years ahead 
to his people’s release from captivity in 
Babylon. Judah’s deliverance from exile 
can only serve as a foretaste of the release 
of people from the bondage of sin and ig-
norance. While Cyrus, an instrument of 
the Lord, will provide deliverance from 
the oppression of Babylon, this servant will 
provide liberation from the bondage of sin.

This fulfillment will come into sharp 
and dramatic focus when Jesus reads Isaiah 
61:1, 2a in Nazareth (Luke 4:18, 19). God 
offers deliverance from the imprisonment 
of sin to everyone who accepts Jesus as the 
Messiah according to the biblical plan of 
salvation (John 3:16; etc.).

8a. The Lord’s declaring of His name 
recalls the scene of Moses at the burning 
bush. There God revealed His personal 
name to Moses at the event that commis-
sioned that man for his task. That task was 
to go back to Egypt so that the Lord could 
establish His covenant with Israel at Sinai.

A Just Servant 25

Key Verse
Behold my servant, whom I uphold; 
mine elect, in whom my soul de-
lighteth; I have put my spirit upon 
him: he shall bring forth judgment 
to the Gentiles. —Isaiah 42:1
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bent over. With gentleness, the servant will 
support the weak and mend the broken.

3b. We are told again that the servant’s 
mission is tied to judgment. This is most 
fitting for a king from David’s line. But 
now the qualifier unto truth is added. Jesus 
will prove himself to be the very embodi-
ment of truth (2 Timothy 2:13).

4a. Although surrounded by many 
chances to depart from God’s chosen path, 
the servant will faithfully and obediently 
remain true to God’s mission.

4b. The servant won’t merely preach 
justice as a desirable goal; he will enact it. 
Although the servant will be exceedingly 
gentle, he will not be weak. Establishing 
justice—God’s divine order—in the earth is 
a huge task requiring unimaginable power. 

The people in Malachi’s day will ask, 
“Where is the God of judgment?” (Mala-
chi 2:17). Malachi’s prophetic response is 
fulfilled in John the Baptist, who prepares 
the way for the Messiah. The Messiah in 
turn inaugurates justice (Luke 1:46-55).

4c. Isles is likely Isaiah’s way of referring 
to distant places on the earth. The entire 
world is to have an opportunity to wait 
for and depend on the servant’s law, or 
instruction. 

II. Commission
5. The Lord is not merely Israel’s God 

but is the Creator of all things (Genesis 
1:1, 9). God rightly claims authority not 
just over the land and people of Israel but 
over all nations (Psalm 82:8; etc.). He is 
the one who gives breath and spirit to peo-
ple (Genesis 2:7). 

6a. Now the Lord addresses and commis-
sions His servant. God has called the servant 
according to His own nature—His righ-
teousness. The servant doesn’t have to fulfill 
the mission by himself; God will hold him 
tightly by the hand and won’t let go. The 
servant will do the Lord’s work in God’s 
power according to God’s will.
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6b. The servant will initiate a covenant. 
The Messiah is to fulfill the Davidic cove-
nant and establish a new covenant through 
personal sacrificial death. This covenant is 
without end.

The people refers to those who have al-
ready received God’s revelation—the Israel-
ites. Their role is meant to draw other na-
tions to the Lord. The scope of the servant’s 
ministry reflects this concern as he also be-
comes a light on behalf of the Gentiles.

7. The light-imparting ministry of the 
servant will indeed be welcomed by them 
that sit in darkness. Light would come 
through freedom. Blind eyes, whether 
physical or spiritual in nature, are to be 
opened by the servant as a sign of his iden-
tity and call.

Isaiah is looking about 150 years ahead 
to his people’s release from captivity in 
Babylon. Judah’s deliverance from exile 
can only serve as a foretaste of the release 
of people from the bondage of sin and ig-
norance. While Cyrus, an instrument of 
the Lord, will provide deliverance from 
the oppression of Babylon, this servant will 
provide liberation from the bondage of sin.

This fulfillment will come into sharp 
and dramatic focus when Jesus reads Isaiah 
61:1, 2a in Nazareth (Luke 4:18, 19). God 
offers deliverance from the imprisonment 
of sin to everyone who accepts Jesus as the 
Messiah according to the biblical plan of 
salvation (John 3:16; etc.).

8a. The Lord’s declaring of His name 
recalls the scene of Moses at the burning 
bush. There God revealed His personal 
name to Moses at the event that commis-
sioned that man for his task. That task was 
to go back to Egypt so that the Lord could 
establish His covenant with Israel at Sinai.

8b. Isaiah’s own calling has surely im-
pressed on him the fact that the Lord is 
holy. God alone has all authority; graven 
images cannot share his glory or praise. 
Both the servant and Isaiah’s audience are 
reminded that the servant’s mission will 
confirm that God is beyond comparison.

9. In Isaiah 41:22 God challenges the 
idols to reveal the former things—the 
things God has revealed in prophecy and 
brought to pass later. Of course they can-
not. God can reveal not only those things 
but also the ultimate end result. Events 
predicted about both Cyrus and the ser-
vant came to pass. This confirms the Lord’s 
sovereign authority.

The new things of the Old Testament era 
likely point to Israel’s restoration following 
the end of the Babylonian exile. Historical 
hindsight tells us that God’s plan for His 
people will remain largely unfulfilled until 
the coming of the servant Jesus. Because of 
this, there is hope for all the world.

The Jews of Jesus’ day will hope for a 
militaristic Messiah to come and, like 
Cyrus, deliver them from the oppression 
of a foreign nation. To be rid of Roman 
rule would be the new start they want. 
During Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jeru-
salem, the people will cry out “Hosanna” 
(Matthew 21:9), which means “save.” This 
is both an appeal of prayer and an excla-
mation of praise.

Jesus is certainly worthy of loud and 
absolute praise (Revelation 5:12)! Yet the 
humble Messiah ends up being much 
different from what anyone expects. The 
past, present, and future king of the uni-
verse comes not as one to be served “but 
to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many” (Mark 10:45).

A Just Servant 25

Thought to Remember
Jesus is the champion of justice
and the servant of all servants.
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Involvement Learning
      A Just Servant

Into the Lesson

Human progress is neither automatic or 
inevitable. . . . Every step toward the goal 
of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and 
struggle; the tireless exertions and passionate 
concern of dedicated individuals. 
 _______________________________

Justice in the life and conduct of the State is 
possible only as first it resides in the hearts 
and souls of the citizens.
 _______________________________

I want to be remembered as someone who 
used herself . . . to work for justice and 
freedom. . . . I want to be remembered as 
one who tried.
 _______________________________

We may wonder if the ideals of jus-
tice that were to be inaugurated by the 
servant in Isaiah’s five “servant songs” is 
identical or similar to the concerns for 
justice in these quotes. Today’s lesson 
provides us some insight in that regard.

Into the Word
Read the following texts and summa-

rize the text in the form of a brief career 
post or bio. Describe the servant’s quali-
fications, his task, or the sponsor that 
backs him, according to the printed text.

Qualifications (Isaiah 42:1-4)
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Task Description (Isaiah 42:5-7)
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Sponsor (Isaiah 42:8, 9)
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Into Life
Sing one or more of the following 

hymns or songs that are based on Isa-
iah 42:1-9: “Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” 
“Behold My Servant! See Him Rise!” 
“Mighty Yet Meek,” “Hark! The Distant 
Isles Proclaim,” “Take My Hand, Fa-
ther,” and “Open the Eyes of My Heart.” 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 
12-14, 20-23, 42-45

1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto 
you the gospel which I preached unto 
you, which also ye have received, and 
wherein ye stand;

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep 
in memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain.

3 For I delivered unto you first of 
all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures;

4 And that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures:

5 And that he was seen of Cephas, 
then of the twelve:

6 After that, he was seen of above five 
hundred brethren at once; of whom the 
greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep.

7 After that, he was seen of James; 
then of all the apostles.

8 And last of all he was seen of me 
also, as of one born out of due time.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

12 Now if Christ be preached that he 
rose from the dead, how say some among 
you that there is no resurrection of the 
dead?

A Resurrected Savior 27

    A Resurrected
Savior

Devotional Reading:  Isaiah 53:4-12

Background Scripture:  Mark 16; 1 Corinthians 15Who made each of the following 
statements?

Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., 
Rosa Parks, Nelson Mandela, Plato, 
Abraham Lincoln, George Washing-
ton, or Dorothy Height
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